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A NOTE BY THE AUTHOR 


The chaise ofthe first person inthe 1anrative may bave been 
avoidable ar i fact it would have made my Work much easier 
Bota eriter's nightmare is the fear of being trapped i ree 
tron, Hidiret narratives ate almost always running after the 
fnising link an are, therefore, apt 0 be repetitive 


“The writer of a true life story doesnot have many options, 
eas do no usuliy come by logeal munipelations. These have 
to be coordinated by the writer ina sequence which fis the pst- 
ferno! particular eveuis, F know Of ne beUer wey OF wring a 
story than inthe frst persen; especialy so when it happens to 
tea tue stary, Writing has always bien difficult att. Total 
blankess in the begining a basic elemen for this art. tn fact. 
iisers as soil for whatever amoun. of credibility the writer 
an accumulate for bis substantive fort 


‘There may be cerlain words and phrases in the narrative 
nnichdo tot conform to their standerd usage in this country 
‘Also the reclers may find some difference in style as compared 
fo Anesivan writs of English prose. This i understandable in 

jew af the fat thatthe whter came te this counity forthe first 
time in August 1975, and completed this natraive by anid 
Novernber 1979, It isnot the intentior to give my shortcomings 
respectable cover in any form, Batit does take sometime to 
fiequre the masners, customs and lenguage sigle ofa foreign 
Coun, Store 20 in the U.S.A, here the written and che 
Spoken Enalish possesses importa variances trem what we are 
taught in Pakistan and some other counties where Eaglish sill 
serves as ihe official language. However, itis variety which 
lends luste to the monoionaws. 


ALR. Mughal 
New York, N.Y, 
1040 
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Maulana Zahoor Pussain Sahib 
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ALR, Mughal 


Ata Ravn Zan Mathias provet sane Ie plate buses and 
ithe President ofa tae! coporeon Ia Chet, lbs. Gad po 
Tided Mr. Malik wath sce apoodunly co seve his father, Sai 
Yahoer Hsin, ln He gig years, 0 ses and casey as 
deserve fin prayers profusaly in thi world and the vate, 


A Leer of Condolenes from Hazmat Miren Tahir 

‘Alnmad (Now Khalifatul Masih 1V), Addressed (o Malile 

Karim Zafar on the Demise of is Father Maulana 
‘Zahoor Hussain, (Eaglish translation) 


Rabwah, 2-27-82 


Bear Brother Zatar Karim, 
Assalamo Ataikum Wa Ratimatultoh, 


Thad beet avay in Sind during the last fortnight and thus 
‘vas practically et off from Rabah and the daily AlFazt. On, 
hy selurn to Ratachi, Mr. Mubarak Khokhar informed mie of 
the tragic news; the sad demise of yout esteemed father, 
Hazear Maalvi Zahoor Hussain. 


2, Your father happened to be one the elders who deeply 
impressed me ducing my childhood. On sesing kim, my heart 
sways se to be softaned perceptibly and his exmmost conver 
sation and loving bandshskes always filled me with uimost 
stfection for hit 


3, Many a ttte, o2 our request, be bazed the scars on his 
body, caused by etuel beatings in Russian prisons, Ths sight 
stirred our hearts 30 raweh that tut for reasons of modesty, we 
ould have kissed the old vounds in ublic, May God rest his, 
soul is eternal paradise, The sears onhis body must now have 


# 


‘become brighter than the moon and the stars and she liter 
and glamor much more than the worldly jewels and 
diamond: 


4. It gives ame gjeat sauistuction to reflect that in his Tate 
yeais, Gad provided you with a unique opportunity 16 serve 
Jour Tather so sellessly as to deserve Is loving prayers in 
abundance 


nce I saw your father reclining eontentediy i the ear with 
youarter the Friday prayers, [saw marks of deep satisfaction 
and love on his face w Is showed that he appreciated 
fully what you had dane far him. Leajoved this sight so much 
thal during my relate to my residence, my heart overflowed 
swith love and relief for both of you 


5, Please accep! my deepest condolences and convey the 
same also to your brothers and ysters. 


Yours 


(Signed) Mires Tahir Ahmad 


SOME APPRAISALS 


1. By Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IP 


on Nareh 10, 1944, a huge gathering ef the Ahmadiyya 
Commity was held at Lahore in wach Hazrat Khalifatt 
Saath If made the momentous annoineement that the pro. 
Dlecy about the Promised Sen and te Promised Reformer 
Patteafed to the Promised Messah in 1886 had been Fulfied 
Wei person, During his forcofal speech, Hazrat Kalifotut 
‘Masih iso mentioned the name of Mau!vi Zahoor Hussain and 
ee Maulvi Zehoor Tlusiain vas yet in his early twentiog 
wien te ataduated from the Jamia. Lance calles for him and 
Met tlm whether he was ready to goto Russia for Tali, 
tHe at ence expresed willingness fo go.1 warned him that in alt 
Trobabllty he wil not be able to obtin a visa for admission 
Fhto that country. Maulvi Sahib repliel thai that aspect was of 
Tear inportanee to him, He would goto the U.S.S.R., visa oF 
fo via, This vas not an emply undertaking. For Mauly 
Fanoer Hussain did goto the US.S.E, and spest Wo years in 
feat ceuntry_-asa prisoner. He proved beyond doubt that Gag, 
frat hissed this Tarnaat sith workers who Would not hesitate 
fora atoment to shed the last drop of thts biocd in the case 
Sr Abmadiyyat, God had given me sich swords as would cut 
own uf with a single stroke, He has given me ollovers who 
svould respond to my call wherever aid in Whatever condition 
They ight be. If1tellsome of them b leap dow from the op 
or a mountain, they would do so without linking an eyelig 
(Gummary—AFazl, Febrany 16, 1958) 


2, By Hazrat Sahibzada Mirza Bashir Ahmad: 


Hazrat Sahibzada Mirza Bashir Ahirad (the Moon of the 
Prophets, 38 God called him) in his book, The Ahnoadiyi 
‘Movement, wrote the following. paragraph about Maulhi 
Zakoor Husssin: “On ihe eve of his éepariure for Europe, 
Hazrat Khalifatal Masi II seat eo groups of misionaries 10 
the following countries 

‘a, A missionary to Iraa (Hazrat Sahibzada Abdul Maiid) 


b, Two missionaries to Bukhara, U.SS.R. (Maulvi Zahoor 
Hussain and Maulvi Muhammad Ameen Khan) 


The second group of missionaries assigned to the US.S.R, 
sas refused permission by the Rusin government 1a carry 0 
missionary work inside the Soviet Union, Not content with 
that, the Russian sutharities arrested Manivi Zahoor Flassain 
fas Gon ashe set feat or Rusian territory ard kep. him under 
Figorous imptizonmant & Tashken!, Meseaw and other places 
for two long yeses, Dueing his capiivity, the Maulsi Sahib sul- 
fered such hardships and tortures as a inere mention of those 
events was enough (0 raise one’s hairs on ends, Eventually, 
trough the kind interossion of the British govemment, the 
Russian authorities released him ard sent him back to India, It 
oes to the credit of Maalvi Zahoor Hussain that he continue 
his Tabiigh even inuide the jal and converted quite a number of 
his fellow prisoners to Ahmadivyat (Translation from the 
criginal tex). 


By Hazrat Maulana Abdur Rakim Nayyars 


‘Hazrat Maulana Abdur Rahim Nayytr, one of the most pro- 
rinentand successful Ahmadiyya missonaries to Africa, sas 
“it was through Divine blessings only hat Maulvi Zahoor Hus- 
sein was abl to successfully preach themessage of the Promis- 
fed Mesiah to Afghans, Turks, Tartarsand the Russians, even 
‘though confined fasde the prion walls Its really bewildering 
tosee how the Bosheviks, both oificert and subordinates, were 
apprise with the message of Ahnadivyat in such adverse con. 
Gitions, It is an occasion of great thankseiving for the 
Ahmadiyya Community that a beginning had been made in the 
USSR. lor Tabligh by one of our youg iissionaries, T 
‘srongly recommend to the Famsat to Aistribut this book (he 
‘autobiography of Maulvi Zahoor Husain) free of cost among 
the non-Ahmadisyas in large numbers 1 pray to God that He 
nay in His merey open. the hears of tke Bolsheviks and enable 
them to seethe ligt of Islam at an eaty date, The Rusiansdo 
fot know that there i living Goal whe doesnot leave the work 
‘of His servants unrewarded. It vas only to seek His pleasure 
Sad blsings that Matlvi Zahoos Husain tore with exemplary 
batiense ad fortitude all the hardslips and tortures in. the 
U.S'SR, It was forthe same eause ard purpuse tha die great 
‘Ahmadiyya mariyts like Sahibrada abdul Lati? and Maulvi 
‘Naimat Ullah lid dowa thelr lives with smiling faces.” 
(Trandated from Urdu version) 


INTRODUCTION 


fy God's grace, Hezrat Maulana Zahoor Hussain is alive 
nd in is eghtieth year, He had thehionor of being the first 
‘Ahmaéiyya missionary 10 the U.S.SR. The memory of the 
Gionee work for Akmadiyyat which he cid in that country 
fs never been sharper nor brighter than it is nows a time 
‘shen the Communist colossus is casing & menacing shacow 
aeross the Southwest Asian landmass 


In isone thing to write down anarrative of e past event, but 
ies qaite# different proposition when itecomes to writing = 
tiogrephy in skeletal form of a peson who is basically a 
uman bemg and abbers revelling in the past, Maulana. 
Zahoor Hussain is a simple man without guile and without 
fven ‘he usual trappings of a mlssicnary bask home after & 
fuecessful tenure in foreign lands. 


When {asked him once whether there was anything unusual 
about him which prompted his electon asa missionary to the 
USSR. he sid modesty: "1 wentto Bukhara more or less 
ty eesident, you might say. and [never got 10 thinking that 1 
wvas anything special, I never forgot my humble beginning. 1 
Chvsge remembered wha Tens atd where I had come from 
land where I was going beck to." 


1 held meetings with Maulri Sauib om several cecasions 
during the lst seven yeats that [came to know him intimately 
It wes never my intention to write down an account of the 


4} MaubiZaour Hasan passed avay ox February 8, 19820 Rabwah 
Mah upe ld age of S¢and wa uri! at BOR Magbora 


years that Manlvi Sehib spent in the U.SS.R-In fact he had, 
bn his own, written an autobiography vhich comprehended 
the events of the imprisonment in the Soviet Union and left 
little scope for further elaboration. However, this 
autobiography wae published in Urdu and Maulvi Sahib had 
Often expiessed a desire that en Exglish version of the same 
Should abo be printed for the benefit of his friends and 
brothers ebroad, 


‘Translation of native ssrptsinto an alien dialect nas always 
been a difficul: task, If for no other reason, a translation can 
not convey the esseace or the manner of expression. in speak: 
ing oF writing of the original text, Besides, this autebiograpby 
‘was published in the mid thirties and its Bag translation at 
this stage would have been sadly out of context and contra- 
‘environmental, Not that the oral narrative now being pub- 
Tished differs basieally from the old publeation, The elements 
Cor the factors that separate or distinguish the two books per 
tain more to te mode of explanation than to the contrast in 
the situations, Further, the Urda autobiography puts greater 
stress on what might have beea than on what actually happen- 
fed 10 Meulvi Salil during his two years of captivity in the 
USSR 


Some of the incidents related to me by tke Meulvi Sahib 
and elaborated in the present yoluine my appear to be slight 
ly cut of context of a particular sitsation but this style had to 
‘be adopted in the interest of lucidity and current perspectives, 
‘The readers should not forget thatthe events described in this 
tnarrative ate shrouded In the mist of Ue past 35 years and the 
pprejent venture in recerding old reflections could only be 
Vindicated bY & mingling OF the bygoNe with contemporary 
‘concepts in historiography, 


With hs sallow comiplesion, an indifferently trimmed beard 
and baggy trousers (ehalwar), Maulana Zaheor Hussain dos: 
‘notexude in his demeanor the noblenessand extreme modesty 
(which permeates the man's specchand actions at all times. He 


“ 


fs ax Atabic scholar of considerable emirence and has spent a 
lifedme i the acquisition of religous sciences with special 
reference to the Quranic excllences anc the traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of God be on. 
brim. 

Maun Sahib has taken considerable pains to avoid the 
‘common pitfalls in seltnaceaives —art'ul exaggerations and 
Obnoxious stiains of self-pity in perscnal predicameats. In 
fae. the hardships and tartures suffered by bim st the hands 
of the Russians have been played down disproportionately 
fad the general effect has been purpozey miligated by him by 
jntroducing ‘eligious elements at odi places. Maybe, he 
‘developed a soft corner for his perseetvorsy inasmuch as they 
finally let hin go, Or perheps the Maulvi Sahib has such a 
kid heart that he prefers wo think of lis opponents in terms 
of forgive and forget 

However, one thing & certain. cis alvaysthe ete who lead 
and anieulate the sentiments of the community. If 
‘Abmadiyyat bad not produced men of towering stature like 
Hazrat Shahzada Abdul Latif Sheheed Hazrat Maulvi Abdur 
Rahman, Hazrat Mavivi Naimatullal Khan and scores of 
otters in the same category, then the mission of Ahad, the 
Promised Messian, would have gone by default. A large 
fhumber of Ahmedise were stoned to death in. Afghanistan 
simply because they had listened to the Divine Call and laid 
own thei Ives atthe alta of rightgoasness withont murmur 
ft protest, Pride is never considered avrtue in Islam. But the 
Anmesiyye Community is justly prout of its martyts and of 
tose missionaries who spent lifetimes in the service of the 
Fah, away from thelr homes and foved ones for periods 
crceeding 20 to 25 years in many cass. 


Haziat Khalifetul Masih TI once mentioned in a Friday 
sermon: ‘A few days back a middle aged lady came to me 
and beaged that her hustand, who had been away from 
hame for missionary work in Aftiea and other places for 
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the last 20 years or so, should be recallol now. She said 
that her husband hed left ker a few days after their mes 
lage and had never come back since then even to ice bis 
son who was now in bis prime of life, She said that she was 
f young Woman whether husband left her. Now she was a 
middle aged woman with her head coveted with streaks of 
grey bat.” (ummary). Hazrat Khalifatul Masts mention 


fed that he was overwhelmed with grief on heating this re- 
Quest ftom chat lady But the nancial condition of the 
Tamaat was such at that ime that he was compelled 10 
‘curb reshurfing of missionaries at far off places, This is 
fone instance only out of scores of similar instances. 


Abmad, the Promised Messiah, was a. great spiritual 
leader who had produced men of soch ealihre among his 
followers as the World had never seen before, except in the 
ays of the Holy Prophet Mahamnad (getce and bles 
ings of God be on him). Ahmad himself went through a 
Iifespan of vilifvasion, ‘twibvlations and persecutions at 
the hands of his enemies, He was abused, molested and 
dragged into law courts on false charges. The main 
religious groups in India al that time were the Hindus, the 
‘Mostims ‘andthe Christians, ll thre: communitis had. 
joined hands together to undo Alurad and his followers. 
"The Christians, of all people, who ever tired of showine 
the olive branch to everyone, were always in the forefront 
fof Ahmad's pervecutors, On| exe ozeasion, the Caristian 
high priest in the Punjab sued the Promised Messai in the 
Smsions Court on charges of hetwenent for murder, Cot 
Doueles, e Brith Army officer on secondment to civil 
service, was the Sessions Judge at that time, 


[AL tie end of the trial, the judge absolved Ahmad of all 
the charges and told him that fie (Ahmad) could sue Dr. 
Henry Martin Clark, the Christian high priest, for bring. 
ing a false criminal case agains. him, Ahmad, in response, 
faised his hand towards the Heavens and ssid in a tow 
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voi: “We have filed a suit against our enemies in the 
‘Court of our Lord and He is the Best Iudge.” 


this vas not aa ordinary criminal case filed against the 
Promisel Messiah, The elders and tte high priests among 
the Muslims, the Chestians and the Hindus had all com- 
bined together {0 crucify the Pronised Messiah in the 
fame tanner as theli ancestors had done two thousand 
fears ago with Jesus, son of Mary, {a the court of Pontits 
Pinte, the Roman’ Govesnor, Piste, however, was a 
Coward who washed his hands with water before the 
Saatitudes and thus ebsolving himse? of all responsibility, 
Tamed over Jesus Christ to his enenies. Quite the reverse 
Tuppened in the present case. The modern Pilate (Col 
Douglas) stood up in esteem and offered a chair to the 
Promised Messi as he eniered the wurtioom. 


‘Many years later, afer his retirement [rom serve, Col 
Douglas ‘met some Ahmadies in England and told them: 
Nas soon as 1 save Mirza Sahib (Hazrat Ahmad) in the 
Gurimoom for the ffst time, Twas s0 struck by his ap 
featavee that { desided there and then that his (Hazrat 
Kimad's) was not the face of an inposter.”” Col. Douglas 
ho it it be known to his Akmadi friends that as e revult 
Sf this lawsuit in his court, he hac no doubt in his mind 
that Mutammad, the Prophet of Islam, and his great 
Depuly, Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, were both 
fightenus persons and true prophets 

Maulana Zahoor Hussain was one of the carly mi- 
fomaies who qualfied from the Jara Ahmadiyya in 
1029. Those were hard times for tke Jamaat and there was 
hot enough money to go around for meeting adequetely 
Ail the expenses of the Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya in eon 
ection with its missionary and ther administrative ac- 
tivitie, Most of the hardships suffered by Maulvi Sahib 
pefore entering the U.S.S.R., and afterwards, were due to 
puolty of funds and other resources and it it amezing how 


" 


‘our missionaries coped with such adverse situations as best 
they could, 


Qadlian, the bithplace of the Promised Metsiah and the 
Renascent Islam's doctrinal seat of authority, was in those 
days a small tows with a population of nly’ three oF four 
‘houswuds, Batals, the railroad terminal, was about 11 
rnlles to the west and was linked with Qudlan by » sandy 
tack fit for yedestrians ani ride type of animal 
transport only, ‘The Jamaat bad bees bally shaken by an 
internal upheaval in early 1914 when an influential and 
mostly affluent section of the Alsmdies left Qadian, che 
Throne room of the Messenger of God, and established a 
separate headquarters at Lahete, the provincial capital 
about 70 miles to the west of Qadian, This splis was in- 
odueed by dissidents through a process of agate 
capability and is briefly touched upon later in the ner 
raiive bY the Maulvi Sahib hinself, The Lefories, as this 
minority is commonly known, have an Amic of their own 
fat Lahore on the, pattern of the Jameati-tslami, & group 
of miliant Musiin fundamentalisis. Their numbers have 
been dwindling fast until a few scores of the old guards 
can now be counted, 


There is nothing new in human nature, The only thing that 
changes are the names we assign to objects. Fifty-five years 
ago, people bad the same troubles as we have now. Commu- 
snken then sas the same as it appears to us today, Only the 
men have changed, The only thing new in the worll is the 
hibtory we do not know, If Mauivi Zahoor Hussain had an 
coporturity t0 go back to Bukhara now, he will probably be 
sesorded the same treatment ashe received balf acentuty ago, 
for pethaps still worse. The idea is to remind the readers tat 
they may aot be Wasting valuable tine in reading a legend 
‘whieh took place in the distant pas 


Harken the younger Ahmadiyya missionaries! For most of 
‘yout has been milk anc honey so far. time may soon come 


when some of you may have to stick your feet into the bear 
Tap But Abmadies should always bow in mind that the Pro- 
tnised Messiah has given us the gad tilings of the mass con- 
Version of Coramunists into Islam, The exact words, as T ean 
Fecollec! at this time are: ‘“Tsee Ahiadies in Russia countiess 
evhe grains 2f-sand ata beach.” Aftei the suckeat hotecaust, 
‘Russians will be the first among the ratiors of the world to 
Recover and accept Islam in great numbers, As the Holy Pro- 
pret Mahanimad also foretold the ristg of the sun from the 
Wet ap it will come to pass and the Nestern World will also 
ine te know the truth about the Godof Isiam and Abmadiy- 
at, Christinity, as it stands today, unable €© provide the 
serrect guidelines for the Western mations to assimilate the 
fruth about God and His alributes, The doctrine of Trinity, 
the theory of atonement ard the belie in the resurrection of 
Sraus are the three cornerstones of te Christan faith, The 
Trinity comprises af theee mysteriouspartuers in Godhead —. 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghest—sho coexist andare 
(requal inal respects, combining te make oné God and vet 
nett three entities separately. This octrine defies all 
human comprehension and yet the Church adamently adheres 
to it even in modern times. 


“The Islam concept of the Divint Being 's muck simpler 
and eagent, Our God is not subject to the contingencie: of 
birth and death, He is ererliving nd aever begets ner is 
bepotien. No vicarious sacrifice is needed for the salvation of 
man. God himself can and does foxgive any and sins He 
(uisher. True repentance is enough to attract His meroy at all 
times and in all ages. 


“Trae Islam stl eves at Low mark for erebiity in many 
jpartsof the world, Perhays our caret reticence on invita) 
Basis in the propagation of our distinctive belies nas 
prevented our numerizal escalation sad cramped ou confron- 
Fatioa tactics of the past. But one thing iseertan. Weare only 
ten years behind the poxer curve-the second Anmadyys 
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century which is destined (0 usher in the era of spiritual 
dlomination of the world by Isham, Even now the signs ofthis 
Spirlual revolution are so matifest that only blind prejudice 
‘can deny its exstence, There isa viible movement among the 
Chritians and the people of other faiths 10 undersid tslame 
and its true teachings. 

"As was foretold in the Scriptures, the Kinglom of Heaven 
has deseeaded to the grandson of the Promised Messiah, 
Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad, Khalifatul Masth 11, the present 
head of the Ahmadiyya Community, The Ahmadiyya Move 
rent has made tremenclous strides ander his saperbTealership 
Inall fiekls daring the past é#cade. The flicker of the rising 
sun from the West i clearly diemble on the horizon. 
‘Alunad, the Promised Meesah, has already given the glad 
fidings: The time is close at kane when the true Unity of Goa 
whi felt even by the dvvellers of the desert and by the 
IMfterate will spread throughout the world. On that day, 10 
false redemption oF fate gods shall survive. One blow of the 
Disine Hand will nullify all machinations of disbelief; but not 
with the sword of the gun but by means of enlightening the 
ager souls with Divine Light ard by imbuing pious bear's 
With Divine Splendor. Only then will you undersiand what T 
say.” (Fabligh-i-Risala, Vol. VL, pp. 89) 


‘The ultimate Migaddid, the Great Teacher of the Latter 
Days, has already appeared and the shadows of doubt and 
dlebelie ave vanishing fast through his spirtual umination. 
May God shower His infinite blessings on the Master Prophet 
Muhammad and his Grest Disople Anmsd, the Promised 
Macsiah and Mab 


‘And finaly we seek the blessings of Allah, our Lord and 
Sustainer 


Marat Khalifa Mash 0 pase sa’ on Jung 6 1982 and he 


He Meer ie dma gawd eto the able Sands 8 Hira Men 
"Tal Aa, Ratu ta 1 
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EARLY LIFE AT QADIAN 


Inthe Name of Alah, the Most Berefiient, the Most 
Mere. We pois Hix constanty and aso seek His 
‘lesings for His noble Prophet—Mutammad. 


God, in His infinite merey, bestowee upon me the biessings 
of Abmadiyyat in my early youth and enabled me to g0 10 
Gadian in late 1810 to complete my spiritual and temporal 
‘Concation, My esteemed father, Sh. Bussain Bukhsb, died in 
‘Amritsar during that period and ovr eldest brother, Sh 
‘Muhammad Hussain, who at that timelooked afer the family 
aifars, decided to sen me to Qadian, (twas during the Khia 
fat of Hazsat Maulana Nooruddin, the firit successor to the 
Promiied Messiah, that this eventful spisote in my fe took 
love and provided me with @ anique opportunity to study 
‘Ahmadiyyet from the closest quarter. 


Haaat Khalifetul Masih I, who was endowed by God wit: 
an unprecedented insight ino buman limitations and capa 
bilities, personaly advised me to devete myself ently to the 
rcquition of religious knowledge wih special reference 10 
{he teachings of Abmadlyyat, 1 had a that time title ta come 
mnon with the yoluminows Arebic extbooks in the Jamia 
Admediyys, end in fact stumbled frequently even in the 
‘ecltation of the Holy Quran, I, thxefore, hesitated for a 
while but soon made up Tay mind toenter the Jamie Ahma- 
Giiya, 1 must express my deepest gratitude to Haurat 
‘halifatul Masit 1, whose guidance and prayersenabled me to 
hecome a fullfledged Ahmadiyya misionary in due course Y 
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take great pride in relating the fact that Hazrat Khalifatal 
Mosh I mientionzd this incident twice during his dally 
dissaurcss on the Holy Quran, 1 also distinely remember the 
‘occasion ones, while aicending the stcrs of the great Aqsa 
Mesque, Hazrat Khalifatul Mash T put ais hind on iy 
shoulder and said to me in a low tone: "Do you think that 
learning of Arabic will deprive you of a better livethood? 
Don't you ste thet God has gifted me with unparalleled fi- 
nancial affluence only because I learned to understand the 
Holy Quran?” 


Win ie celine of te Must empres onthe gre! Asian 
and Atican lancmass, avenues of sitferest branches of 
Knowigge in Arabi, whieh hag olosomed in te heyday’ 
the Isami Cite, he dre up ndenty and that 
tease was @conglomeraion ef ceased ane anced 
Concept in regis stile, My heaton in joining fhe 
Samia class in the fist insance was, thesfore,. ot 
rvivata entirely by fal Tiniatios. weighed more 
Bryan ema ret aren wo 
hot be able fo 9 far inthe moder ce for & good ti 
Fewer, tere colton no pom sgn the wi ot 
ura Rhalfaul Mas, end Iam gid 1 aoe i 
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Admission In Jamia Akmadiyya 


Tsoon entered the Jemia Ahmadiyys, the Alma Mater of 
nw Anmadiyya youth; the cradle which fostered the great mis- 
onaries whe poured ferth fiom iss unobtrusive precincts in a 
Sonstan flow to the far corsere of theearth and contributed 
their mie towards the closing of the cnalibiity gap resarding 
the exisner ofa Iving God, Whe wae tills, and will always 
remain, the Creator of the heavers anc the earth 


Retuming.to the basics, I believe it vas sheer good luck that 
tat this period, the administiation of the Jamia was vested in 
the hands af no less a person than Heat Mirza Bashiruddin 
Mahmud Ahmad, « sion of the Exdted Household of the 
Promised Messiah, who, later beeame the second successor t0 
Rilefoect-Anmadyya, Maxxat Mahnud treated win a 
manne! as one would not espect even from our own parents 
He vas very regular in taking his class and always stile fs 
huimost towards coacking us compretensively in all depart- 
thents of our studies ia the Jamia, Healso took particular in- 
ferest in our extracurticular activities ond visited our boarding 
pouse segulusly to insure tha the boasding arrangements were 
satisfactory and the other requirements of the students, tke 
Sports equipment and laundry, ec, vere being propery look 
ed after. 


Once during my carly days at the Jamia, Hazrat Maza 
ashimddin Mahmud Ahmad assembled all the students i 
the Jemia Hall and addressed ther saying that the Jamia 
‘Shmadiyye had been foanded by the Promised Messih 
fimsef and the purpose was to produce met Ike Hacsat 
Maulina Abdul Karim Sialkot and Hazrat Maulana Burhen- 
fd-dit Jhélami, two amorg the mos! prominent companions, 
tsho died during the lifetime of the Fromised Messiah 


Orlinarly in those days, the e:penses for eamying on 
higher studies up 10 the graduation level were beyond the 
teach of all but the alflent. To overcome this handicap, 
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funds were provided fer the Jamia through community 
Sources, and inthis way a large number of poor students were 
Able to continue their studies at the Jamia. T was placed in @ 
slightly better position in this respec, inesmuch as our eldest 
bhrother bore all my expenses. Those were diffcul days for the 
‘Jamat because our opponents were greatly superior to us in 
esouroes and numbers. By sheer bard work the Jamia con 
tinued to flourish in adversity by virtue of the able leadership 
of Hazrat Sahibzada Mirza Mahmud Ahmad. 


twas in the third year of hic Khilafat chat Hazrat 
Khalifatul Mah I asked young Ahmadies to come forward 
land inake pledges for dedication of their lives in the eause of 
‘Ahmadiyyat end Islam, 1 had also applied for Wagf-h 
‘Zindagee (as ths plsgs was called) and on seeeptance of my 
application, I informed my mother and other members of the 
family about my new dccisioa, My mother, who had not yet 
‘embraced Ahmadiyyat, showed some reluctance in the begin 
fing. but later reconcled hersel? with my option on the 
fassurance from me that she would not be a loser in the long 
Tun and that the Alas’ happiness of wordy gains could 
never outweigh the real happiness which God hed reserved 
only forthe believers 


‘As Tbave mentioned alresly, my mother was still ¢ non- 
‘Ahmadi and as such entertained serious misgivings regusding 
‘my fature as a poor Ahmadiyya missionary. Little dd she 
evow at that time that one diy fer son woul have the signal 
honor of bring the first Ahmadiyya missionary ‘0 the 
USSS.R,, the land of modern atheists. 


1am almost eighty years cld now and in 1924, when 1 wes 
‘yet in my eaty twenties, i was bard fo predict what the future 
hheld for the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. It i now ear}y 
1980 and by the Grace of Goa, the Jamat kas spread its act- 
vities througiout the world. Previousy people used to sey 
thatthe sun never set on the British Einpite, The tie bas now 
fumed and in accordance with the prophesy of Ahmad, the 
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Promised Messiah, the Bridsh Empir: has now disintegrated 
tnd shrunk back to its native size. But Ahmadiyyat, from its 
small and insignificant beginning has Leveloped Into a mighty 
‘organization and is carrying gradualy but progressively the 
message of Islas to the ends of theearth, The stout tree of 
‘Ahmadiyyat in 1980 was only a sproxt in 1924, and now the 
sn never sets on the farang Ahmédiyya missions through- 
‘out the world, The time is at hand vhen our opponents will 
wonder at and be jealous of the power and prestige of 
Ahmadiyyet, The millahs believed in their hearts that out- 
‘vardly there wes only a superficial distinction between an 
‘Ahmadi ard a non-Ahmadi and perhaps time would come 
‘when this headstrorg, community would merge with the 
mainsiream of pseuto-Muslim funlamentaliss. This was 
never to be, The line that separate: the believers from the 
issidents gets thicker by the passage of tine unl a day comes 
twon the dissidents are totally exptsed and their ranks are 
depleted to almest extinction, 


As all the Prophets are annointed by Gods pleasute alike 
and tele revelation proceeds from the same Divine Source 
and it also contains analogous eternal truts, the rejection of 
one Prophet means the rejection of al of diem. That Is why 
the Holy Quran descibes the Aad, the Thumud, the people of 
Noah and those of Lot, as having rejected all Divine Mes- 
sengess although they had rejected only their own particalar 
Prophets, This Quranic injunction carries & deliberate warn 
ing for the dissents, be they Muslins, Cheistnns or Jews, 
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‘The Opening of Mis 


nary Classes at Qadian 


1 graduated from Jamia in 1920 and also got my degree of 
Honors in Arabie from the Univesity of Panjab in due course. 
Soon afer this ampicious event ix my life, Hazrat Khalifatal 
‘Masi 1) announced the opening of missionary cases in the 
Saxala, Man canno: be arbiter of his owa fate, 1am eorvineed 
‘that it was God's special fayor to me thal I found myself includ 
inthe flrst missionary class at the Jamia. My hearty filed 
‘with themes felings af gratitude when I remember the name 
Df one ofthe greatest Abmadiyya scholars who taught us in the 
new department of the Jamia—Hazrat Hafiz Roshan Ali, a 
‘companion of the Promised Messiah. Notwithstanding Ms loss 
(of eyesight, be was the best teacher thai an institution like the 
Jamia eould ever vish for—and mind you, Jamia had always 
hhad the best. Hazrat Hafiz Sahib was realy an institution 
himself and al the students loved him an! were proud of i, 
Tie firs, Missionary class consisted of the fllowing students: 
fa) Hazrat Sahibzada Mirza Shacif Akmad—the youngest 
the tree sons who survived the Promised Messigh—a pro- 
‘minent member of the Exalted Household. 
+b) Haarat Maulasa Jalaluddin Skams—one of the preminent 
‘Abmadiyya scolar who later did pioneer work in Palestine 
land war missionary incharge ef UK Mision for a number 
of years. 
©) Maulana Ghulam Abmad of Bashorsalhi—who later 
hhecame # missionary of great fame and rendered yeomsn 
) Maulana Mohammad Stahzed—one of those who after 
‘coniributing the best part of thet lives to the Cause, joined 
te happy mulitudes in the Hlereafer 
©) Maulana Zainal Abidin of Mauritius. 
) Maslana Zithur Rahman Bengalee. 
2) Myself 
‘Maximum praise will fall short of the work and etfor: put in 
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bby Hazrat Hefiz Roshan AU during there years he spent on 
four coaching, He ected more ike « loving father than a formal 
1, He used ta invite the students 0 his house for dinner 
‘on yaricus oecesions andl entertained wi om a strietly personal 
level, Somotines he would take us out to the counérsside on 
tmiisionary ends and thus provided w with practical training 
this sohere 
{ eompleted my taining by the end 01922 andi early 1923 
wes appointed a fullfledged missionary in te State of Jammu 
& Kashmir. The Arya Sama), a mitt section of the Hindu 
‘ommuity, had become very ageressie In tiose days in Jam= 
‘mu and I had to go about to counter tei falbe and malicious 
propaganda against Islam, Even the no.Ahmadies who other- 
wise opposed us vehemently everswher, became frienily wih 
me and requested me to challenge the Hindu scholars to a 
‘debate on the question of Trunsmigraton of Soul. The debate 
ook pace in a private house but in he presence of a lavge 
er of Hinduand Muslim intelligetsia, Through God! sin- 
finite merey 1 was insirumental in achieving a great victory 
against the Hindus and out non-Ahmadi brothers highly ap: 
preciatd my cooperation inthe joint cause of Islam, 


“The debates vith non-Muslims on controversial religions 
topics were common in those days. The Arye Samajees were x 

tive everywhere end did their utmost 0 convert to Hinduism 
‘unwary andiliterate Muslin living in emote comers of In, 
‘away’ from the great Muslim centers of earning like Qaaan et, 

“The Shudhi Movernent (Scheme for covversion of Muslims into 
Hindustn) was stated by the Atya Samajecs & few years later 
which zaused a permanent political sctism between the Hindus 
fand the Muslims, and enabied the Brish Goverament co pro- 

long its sovereignty over India by at last 20 yeas, 


‘The Quran compeetendsall the permanent and imperishable 
teachings that ave fous in other reveaed Seriptuces with much 
more that is unilateral for the guidanee of man tll the Day of 
“hidgmtent, Vedas, the ind Book, wis Likewise reveled in the 
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ancient times from the Divine Origin; bat wih the passage of 
thousands of year, its teachings had been perverted by its 
followers and hence was no mote valid in modern times. The 
Arya Samajees believed that all the Prophets were imposters 
fand the Holy Quran was nota revealed book but «figment of 
the brain of (he Holy Prophet) Muhammad. Not content with 
that, Pundit Lekh Ram, a prominent Hindu leader, challenged 
the Promised Messiah to show a heavenly sign to manifest that 
Islam was a true religion ane that he (the Promised Messiah) 
hall really besn commissioned by God. Pundit Lekh Rem also 
Invoked the curse of God on the lar. 


The Fromused Messiah accepted ths challenge and raised his 
hhands in supplication tc the Almighty to vouchsafs a heavenly 
sigh in hls support, This it was that people saw amirae, the 
like of which the world had not witnessed since the days of the 
‘reat Prophes, The wrath of God fel in fll forceon the house 
of Puncit Lekh Ram in accordance with His words as revealed 
tothe Promised Messiah in which the ime, date and the mode 
of punishment for Lekh Ram were foretold with devastating 
clarity. Like the Angels who visite the town of Propet Lot 
before is destruction, a errible beng distinc! from the progeny 
‘of Adar, entered the house of Lekh Ram onthe appointed diy 
and after curting him down, disappeared into thin air, 


LLekh Ram's wife who was sitting about five feet avay from 
be husband shrieked in terror and called for help. Hundreds of 
Hinduswho at that time stood guard atthe house of Lett Ram 
ruthed into the room where Lek Ram wae felled, but found 20 
trace of the Avenging Angel The whole of India was stunned 
by this Mighty Sign which God had manifeced toestablish the 
truth of the Holy Proslet Muhammad and Ahmad, the Mes- 
seager of the Latiee Days, The Hindu community was visibly 
shaken by the heavesly sign, In 1904 when the Promised 
‘Messiah visite the capital ety of Lahore, hundreds of Hindu 
women came to pay respect to kim, and touched his feet im 
token of their deep humility towards his spiritual stats 
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JOURNEY TO THE U.S.S.R. 


te wes oan ater the erinain of our Anno Ouhting 
ae Gutnny for the yeas 123, ha equtsted for a a 
Ci a tal Sash Tbs oy ode 
Gene Ho prone 0 J apn whte Twat 
sk ns pe lusenary, HOO inured rom me 
“eta neSotAnjuma (TheCenalexuth by ofthe 
aa need me rom my evs element st 
Em yanvwoing in he negative, esa 
Jam pea olde tha oul 96 fre st 
fin dy xo. soa aed aca mao 
io Gey Me ahi eft elle ark on my 
Men Po ent he next mora] was informed by he 
ao ra Khalai tat had bch 
or einary work h Bukiare, USSR 


Tron three or four mons er, Herat Khai 
saa raged toe of is iy sermons tat hn 
a ta tnd a mixfonary to Bukhara i ue course, A pet. 
Lena cay ben deste for i parpoe bite eo 
so ee dent for the ime bens. longing rosea 
a at pts tere me for eget 

Ha ewes for this ob, Hower, ast W380 be, Ie 
ae ere ky person, alnoues Tak sot How 
the 

‘Trou God's dep wid, soe events ate presen 
eas anndvua'stfeand sh ones sometimes inst 
sated wares the igtcoore. Olate [hac aeveopes 
fa preutiar liking for Surah Kahf (Chapter 18) and Surah 
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Yusuf (Chapter 12) from the Hely Quran and had already 
comimitied tomemory both the Surahs. Surah Kahf containsa 
descriptive reference to Gor (the Russians) and Surah Yosut 
‘mentions the imprisonment of Prophet Joseph on fake 
charges. During my journey 0 Bukhars, I was repeatedly and 
slmost involuntary reciting somo verses from Surah Yusuf 
ani a conviction was slowly forming in my mind that sooner 
or later I would also be thrown into the prison like Joseph 

‘And so it came to pass that T had to spend two years in 
U.S\S.R, in tgorous imprisonment, 


1 was in July 1924 that I embarked on my fateful journey 
to Bukhara, Iwas accompanied by to other Ahmadiyya mis- 
sionaries—Maulana Mohammad Amin and Hazrat Shahzada 
‘Abdul Majid (a companion of the Promised Messiah) 
Shahzada Sahib had only to go up to Tehran but Maulana 
Mohammad Amin had to accompany me to US.S.R. We 
reached Duzdab (a border town in Iran) by rail and here it was 
Uthat the difficult part of our journey cormenced. Meshad was 
about 620 miles from Duzdab and the two towns were <0: 
nected by a came trail which passed throueh some extreme'y 
rough aad barren counity that one could come asross in this 
batt of Iran, We crossed this desert on mule and camelback 

Somietimes the going was so difficalt that wead to march on 
foot for miles before we could mount the mules or camel 

‘Water supply was scarce and negligible, and as such wehad 19 
‘earry our own water sunply with us. Tefook us 45 days to eroxs 
the desert between Duziab and Meshad. We occasionally ran 
short of water and once when Shahzeda Abdul Majed wae 
unable to continue marching due to acute thst, we had (9 
Wait on the madside fer someane to come to our rescue, 


reached Meshad—a ig town in Iran—in a very poor condi 
tion s0 much so that I soon contracted typhoid fever, and in 
cotsequence of this had to say in Meshad for much longer 
petlod than originally scheduled. Mauna Mohammad Amin 
could not wait for my recovery indefinitely. He, therefor, 
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efi Meshad for Bukhara with the instmctions that he would 
‘keep me informed about his whereabosts 


My recovery was very slow and the doctor who was treating 
me haé given siriet instructions about diet which was 
Testricted to one Kg. of ilk dally. In he meantime I received 
fetter from Mavlana Mohammad Amin that Ye tad safely 
reached Bukhara and that sLwas not possible for him to come 
back soon as the snows had started faling and almost all the 
oates were practically blocked, He alo mentioned in his let- 
tes thatif I had sufficiently recovered from my illness end was 
presently able to perform the arduois journey to Bskbara, 
then heshould be informed accordingly to enable him to send 
me a roule map for my guidance, 1recetved this Yetcer in 
Meshad on December 2, 1924. It had laken about 16 days 10 
each me. 1 reckoned that further correspondence with 
Maulana Mohammad Amin on this ubject would result in 
‘nasting of valuable tine and, therefor, decided io proceed 10 
Bukhara immediately on my own. Themoney that [had in my 
possesion was also running short, and 1 had ro alternative 
bt to proceed on my missin as had been planned previously. 
Before stating my journey 1 wrote a letter to Hazrat 
Khalifitul Masth explaining the situation and requesting him 
for special prayers. 


| lett Meshad on December §, 1934 ard entered Russian 
territoyy of the night of December 10, 1924. 1 arrived at 
lArthat, a stall cathway stetion on Resso-Iranian bordet and 
ny guide, alocal Turk, took me to th: house of one of his ac- 
tiualhiances where T atayed the nigh, By midday next my 
fide brought me a ralway ticket for 3ukhara aud advised me 
{i watt tll evening when it would be zasier to board the al 
‘unnoticed, I¢ was pitch dark when reached Arthak railway 
statios and thanked my stars that the'e were not many people 
round in the weiting room. I had hardly taken a dozen paces 
fn the platform when a voice from >ehind me boomed out: 
"Hall and make no movement." T tured aroutd at this sud 
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den interruption and beheld « burly Russian holding a dimly 
Tit lantern in his let band and s gun in his right hand. He led 
me into a office bldg an ordered two of his minions pre 
sent in the room to catry out a thorough search of my person. 
fand belongings, They 100k away everything from me with the 
texception of the clothes I was wearing and locked me up in 
‘what looked like an olf apartment dveling unfit for human 
habitation. 


So the expected had happened unexpectedly too soon, 1 
have previously mentioned that hefore sarting upon my 
spritual mision 10 US.S.R., I had involuntarily formed 
habit of reciting quite often some verses from the Holy Quran 
relating to the imprisonment of Prophet Joseph by the Eayp- 
tans, ‘This was perhaps to serve aca pattern andl forewarning 
for the evenis which were to occar during my stay within the 
land of the Gog, Later events justified my farebodings to the 
Il, No sooner hed I set foot on the Russian soil, | was poure- 
ced upon by my captors in a manner which clearly indicated 
that 1 was under survellance the moment [left Meshal. The 
Russian Intelligence may be tparexeellonce' but i is very 
improbable that an ordinary cleric like mse! was being 
stadowed all the way from Meshed © Arthtk. Perhaps my 
Tark guide spilled the bears, I do not know to this day the 
real stery, ‘The Soviet spy network arouad big Inia towns 
kept an eyeon al newcomers and per chance a small fish tke 
inself had inadvertently stayed into the net. 


T had never been to prison before, All the same 1 could 
never imagine that detention camps miaintsined by the Soviet 
Union eauld be so dirty and ilbKept as the one at Arthak. 
ven for privy, we hed to go outside in the fields under the 
supervision of the jal staff, The place lacked means of 
fautomatic discharge and the prisoners had to fend for 
themarlves as best they could 
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‘THE DUNGEON AT ARTHAK 


wee pe dps an ad aipatd some 
Sots meson el O80 Met 
Bea a am the aparmen 1 learaed fm Ty 
oe a bat me Sha he Ras wee I he Hi of 
comrades ints 1 supe dl ins 09m and 
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penis proved that 
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visited our cel, 1 
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sure that my supposed attempts at escape wore felled instant- 
ly. Lemained in lockup at Arthak fora fortnight and carvied 
out the daily fatigues as best I could. My eompanions in the 
cell were very frietdly towards meand often provided me with 
portions oftheir ewn meals es none was supplied 10 me. Somme 
ff my comraves even advised meta deslare myself an Iranien 
foran Afghan as the Russians were on very friendly terms with 
these two States. But I was 2 Britsh subject and my faith For- 
Ihade me to fabricate a statement which { knew to be untrue. 
Incidencally, the Russians a that period suffered from acute 
fnglopkobia and as such, aryone suspected of being a Brtith 
spy was a prizesind in the KGB setup. I, therefore, braced 
myself ap for al eventualities and daily prayed to. Godto sive 
‘me strength io beer with patience and fortitude the impending 
ordeals 


Some prisoners who were very friendly tome advised me 0 
‘make a bid for escape tothe nearby Iranian of Afghan border, 
[But refused all offers of hep inthis dtection as according to 
me it would be a betrayal of my mission to go back to India 
without accomplishing that for vhieh I had been sent cut to 
Bukhara by Hazrat Khalifaiul Masih, 


After fifteen days of detention at Arthak 1 was shifted to 
Ashgatad, « much bigger town, for further interrogation and 
dispose at higher lve 


Some of my associates in the prison had told me that the 
Russians haved the Incians intensely, It transpired thet in the 
closing stages of World War I, the Indian Army led by the 
Brits had infliced heavy losses upon dhe Re Army in this 
region. It had even occupled certain areas along the borders 
For sometime, A‘ a result of thi, trae relatiors ane postal 
‘communications remained suspeided between U.S.SR. and 
Indi even after the hostilities had ceased, I could, therefore, 
understand the Communists’ aversion to myself inthe light of 
the past events, Even so, it provided no justification for 
‘maltreating an innocent and helpless person 
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AT ASHQABAD 


Before leaving Arthek, all y booktand other bagsage was, 
scturned to me and I was told tocarrythe heavy load to Ath- 
‘abad [ail under my own arrangemens. Two Other prisoners 
iho acsompaniod me to the new plac, took pity on me an 
Carried a partion of my baggage to the jail premises. 


{ noticed a slight relaxation at Asheabedin the narsh treat= 
ment T had experienesd in Arthak. Istared geting regular 
ineals which corsisted of eight ounses of bread and some 
‘egetables daily. Hot water was provided inlien of tea without 
‘Sigaror sali, The cel where | was locked up alsohad one Rus- 
flan, two Armanians, (wo Turks and four Iranian prisoners 


‘As time passed at Ashqsbad { got more accustomed to the 
prisos rouine and developed srl relations with the other 
Jamas, Once when I had harely gone to sleep after my ate 
night prayers, I saw Hazret Khalifatl Misi 11 tn a cleat vie 
Hon, who admonished me for negleding missionary work in- 
tide the person. When I woke up, Ifelt geatly ashamed for 
my negheence in the propagation o' Islam and Ahmadiyyst 
{Ind rsolved to take Immelittestepsto put things eight fa ths 
direction, As a first sep Ipursuadeda Russian fellow prisoner 
to teach me the Russian language. Iwas ‘old ty some of my 
inellvishets tha: leamming of Russian language by me could 
{uuse further complicatloas regardirg my bonstides as a vim 
hile Muslin misionary, Nevertneles, I ied firmly decided 10 
fo alead in this direction and come whet may, no deterrent 
ould now upset my determinction on this issue, After some 
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hesitation, my Russian friend bowel to my request and agreed 
to initiate me in his national dialect. 


Initially my coaching in Russian was confined co the basies 
only and 1 started learning the alphabetical structure in 
Canous forms and routine usages. No writing maceriit was 
Vealable in the prison and Thad to take rezourse to make- 
Shift arrangertens like writing words or all sorts of odds and 
nds including the backside of the iron chimney installed ia 
‘heeell for heating purposes (na fw days Thad picked up the 
fhames of numerous eatables and such phates as were com 
Tronly sed in conversation, 1 soon learned the digks and 
framerate, and could easily count days, weeks and moaths in 
the Russian language 

Encouraged by my svift progress, my Rusian texcher soon 
started initiating me in reading elementary books, and i this 
ray T acquired a working knowledge of the language ina sur~ 
Drsingly short period, AIL his was done sectetly and the Rus: 
Plan guards sever got an inkling of my ingustie purswit inside 
the prison, However, severel of my friends inside the prison 
ee not happy with my preseut venture and entertained 
Selous misgivings about my misplaced acedemic Teanings. 1 
Maye allayed their fears with the remark thet learning of & 
foreign language was no crime and God was my witness that 
ny present effort was aimed only al cieating 2 media for 

Tedersianding between the captive and the captors, There 
Were no ulterior motives behind it. Had T been an erdinory 
Mopar and a spy 1 would have mastered the Russian 
Einguage Tong before my coming w the territory of the 
USSR, [ vas very panetval in earning my daily lessons and 
ny teacker was quite satistid wit the progress 1 ad made i 
this fel 

Reverting to some generalities, there were quite a number oF 
seople at Ashgabad who held alliance to Bahaullah the 

Tounder oft new faith in Iran, The starting point of the Babee 

find Baha eligi isthe bli thatthe Holy Quran ro longer 
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ineets the needs of the human society in the world today. To 
tater for the requirements of modem times, Bahaullan is 
siated to have compiled @ bock caled Agdas. The Bahais 
tlaim that the Shariyah contained in ‘Aqdas? is the best 
“mona sacred and hewenls scripture: and thet the solution of 
the world prableme has Been fully smbcdied in this book, 
How far this cleim is correct, can bt judged by the fact that 
the Bahiais have not uatil vow plucked up enough courage to 
publish *Andas! for the benefit of tose who would care to 
fead i Bajaullah did not lay claim to prophethood bat am 
igus inserted phases in his writings that he was part man 
and part God, in the seme manner as Jesus Christ was 
tccorlina to the Christians, ‘Aqdas',the book of the Baas is 
hritten in poor Arabic and preaches enly common reformisms 
‘sith the same old structure 


‘Bahaullzh was preceded by Baab vho claimed to be the Pro: 
inised Mahdi, Bahaullab was oviginaly a ciseiple of Bab, but 
filer his (@aab's) erecetion by the iranian Government, he 
‘aimed that God had appeared ini human share through him 
{Bahaullaty, The people belonging tothe Eahai sect vere most- 

‘aiers and possessed some local influence also. Some of 
these men were sometimes brought to the prison for reasons 
unknown jo meand spent a Few dayswith me, Tean not gointo 
Ii the dosirinal comiplenties of thb new faith at rhs siage 
Enough to say that the Bahais diselamed islam and the Quran 
and Fad introduced ‘Aadas’ new Srariat, which according to 
thes, had replaced the Quranic Lav. 1 somelimes talked to 
them on their new ethies but found -hem mostly ignorant 
dogmatic. [elta great emotional upaurgein my beast f 
iterate people wha had been fed aseay from the true path by 
Jocal affiations and old fashionec religious beliefs handed 
lowe through the ages from father son Sozretimes I prayed 
for them that Allah ia His infinite nerey might guide chem to 
she true path again—the path of Almadiyat and Tsar, 


1 must admit here thal 1 had mr moments of gloom and 
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ddespaic in the prison 20 much so thet a times {felt eightened 
‘and fost all hope of seeing Qatian again. No specific charges 
hhad been brought against me eo far by the Russian authorities 
My only crime was that [had crossed the U.S.S.R. borders in 
company with a Turk who war perbape asuspect. But guilt by 
fssosiation Was something which hal to be substantiated by 
Sound evidencs, and no fairminded judge could indict an i 
nocent person on mere assumptions and fase charges, Admit 
tedly the Communist regime in U.S.8.R, Jn those days wae 
passing through critical pericds and was therefore perhaps 
Justified (0 some extent in ts harsh teatment of foreign 
travelers. But all should have done in such cases was toexpel 
the unveicome visliors from thee borders. 


‘The harsh aad eruel treatment that was meted out tome, an 
innceent missionary, wes not justifiable by any international 
standards of norms of conduct in such cases, 1 was often 
threatened indirecily with cepostation to far off places 
(perhaps Siberia) where I sould spend the rest of my life iv 
abject msery and terror. Sometimes the menial stresses over- 
Swhelmed me s0 much that hac Ino heen a tre believer repos: 
ing full faith in Gos, would have become a rysical wreck or 
worse sill, commited eicide, On such occasions, 1 always 
‘bowed before Allah and prayed for deliveraize fron th 
ches of my oppresiors 


Shortly belore my captors started interrogating me in 
‘earnest 1 say Hazrat Klnalifatul Masih LI again in a clear 
vision, He was standing on a wooden platform and was 
rotting his followers uo bear wilh Fositude all terers and 
tortures of our enemies, I heard his voice ringing out clearly 
though the space telling all Ahmadies 10 face troubles and 
hardships with courage and fortkude, This vision gave me 
reat strength and cemented my resolve to ste theough to the 
fend, theperied of iial end tebulaion. Asitturmed out later, 
iy interrogation listed for more thar three months during 
‘which period my captors employed all means at their dispose 
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to extrac: from me some sort of confssion. They wanted 
ome excise to deal witk mie i a manner known only 10 the 
Communists. All their endeavors in this directions proved 
abortive and whatever they got from mewas insubstantial ané 
inconchnive to start a ezulartrial. Thiswas, however, only a 
prehide ( the reign of terror which unvolded itself later as L 
{wae shified from place to place, Mehods of oppression 
became more diversified at frequent inervas 


‘An Itenian friend who had spent sone time in the prison 
‘with me, one day told me about a dreadful dream he had seen 
bout me which hed eaused hm great vorry and mental to 
fare, Aesording to is deeam was swithed over to Tashkent 
fand from Tastkent to Moscow, In Mossow the Ressians tried 
to execute me and in fact put me belore the firing squad. 
Belore bullets could be fired, an unknown voter called ost 
‘This & my servant, do not kill hin’*, The firing squad 
‘berane inert temporarily but recoveredsoon and again aitied 
thier rifls at me, The unknown voice ced out again and the 
fexecution wes halted & second time. Again my persecutors 
Talled strenath ard as they started lifing their ifles for 
third tine, there was ¢ violent underground tremor. Ever 
bhody ran and thus my execution was fhaliy abandoned. This 
dream turned out f0 be quire true anc showed sn exast asd 
amazing pattern ef events which folloved subsequent 


1 would like to mention here that tie Turks with whom 1 
frequestly came into contact during my eaptivity, were mosly 
Godlfearing people andthey always horored and respected me 
rd oficred me assistance snd coopention on all occasions 
Thele ojes often filled with tears whm they heard my resi- 
{ation rom the Holy Quran and sy suppleations to Ath 
during prayers in the hours of darknes. 

‘The dirt and filth had played hvoe with my clothes, 
especialy with my shalwer (trouses) which was literaly 
jnfestei with thousands of pests. My captors had willfuly 
‘nithhedd from me all faclities of buthing ané washing of 
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clothes, and more thas three months passed 
ions passed since my tas 
changecver ia personal garments 


follow ihe tlipion of his coke, Thisdi net appear plese 
(ae Russians) would prefer w be In India io the wake of the 
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TASHKENT AND AFTER 


‘on exrival at Tashkent prison, 1 wes surprised to see a big 
enenge in the general treatment towards me, { Was proviged 
cna sh othe (From my own stock), along with two new 
wes the same pattern and texture s worn by turminares in 
aren, USSR, 1 found about 30 female prisoners in 
‘Teenkont Prison who were guiteimprssedte se 8 new vistor 
Aaa he atgle of eligions potentate: of Bukhara, as Iwas at 
ia ane, These female prisoners wee very kind 10 me and 
coat aincjebeacies and other articles of food including freihly 
feed Frevch bread. This bxncious episode lasted for about a 

saemighn when { was sified to-another cll and the gracious 
tedies were unable to send me further food gifts. Other in 
sacs ore prion did not appear to resent the special favors 
me T meceived from the female detsiness. Moreover, 1 
we oured fod gifts with them and there never was an 
aivaion when anyone complained 9 me on this account 

‘Os artval at Tashkent, I had stared commiting to memory 
some portions of the Holy Quran bese keeping myself abreast 
“ky Russian vocabulary. The wete some Msi and 
ranenian prisoners on both siles of my cell who appeared 10 
‘gute fnpressed with my reqalar prayers ane lly resttaton 
Peon the Holy Quran. They besamevery curious about me and 
rened to Know sometking abou, my person and the ci 
waitinces which had landed me in prison, On: many ooce- 
Store wien the prisoners were lel out of the cols by the 

sortege for evening stroll, they always stopped for a few 

verpents infront of my room an gazed at me approvingly, 
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‘As already mentioned, the female pritoners used to send me 
food gifts quite frequently. I had become popular with them 
‘because J was the only prisoner who never cast covetous 
‘lances at them, as was wont with ether prisoners, Someiimies 
the prisoners became rictous on flimsy pretences and caused 
reat worry and anlety (the wardens, 1, 08 the other hand, 
flwiys cooperated with my escorts and never caused them 
trouble on any account 


My exemplary bebavior and good conduct did not remain. 
‘unrewarded for Jona. On many oovasions aflerwards when T 
felt completely worn out and exhausted after my lengthy inter 
rogitions (sometimes lasting throughout the sight) my guards 
showed great sympathy towards me and besides allowing me 
‘maximum rest, provided me sometimes with hot tea from 
their owa meager rations. Iam sure it was God’s special favor 
which He bestowed upen his hnmble servanis, that some of 
the wardens kad become friendly with me and respected me in 
the same way as they did their on clorgy, I have no intention. 
to indulge in self-praise because all prise belongs to Allah 
falone, Lord of all the worlds, Ie was, however, importent to 
record these reminiscences for others to reed end take to heart, 
if placed in similar cireumstasees. 


J was not an extraordinary young man nor did I ay clsim to 
‘popillary on physical pretensions. 1 was just an ordinary be 
ing like millions of others andl possessed no special qualities to 
invite the attention of those sround me. However, was very 
patticulet in following the dictates of the Holy Quran in all 
‘alters and on all oceasions. Even when I claned my cel, 1 
did thi ob very thoroughly. The erison staff were areaty im 
‘pressed and asked me as to way I was someticulous in the pet- 
formance of my duties, {always drew their attention t0 the 
relevant verses in the Holy Quran and told them that I merely 
followed the teachings of the Holy Book. The wardens were 
so imprissed by my repeated references to the Holy Quran 
tht some of them even expressed a desire to learn the Holy 
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‘Book with translation, As my Russian vecabulary was sil in 
infancy, Iwas unable to secede to their request in this yespect, 
[Even ta this day T regret my inability 10 do so, 


‘twas during thisperiod that an imporiant event took place 
whish made me the focus of atiention on all sides, The treat 
nent sueted cut to the prisoners in Communist detention 
amps had always been cruel and inhuman. To make matters 
‘worse, the conditions in the Tashkent Prisoe were not only 
Subiuran but also fel far short of whatever was permisible 
lunder the rules, This state of affairs caused a wave of resent- 
iment among the prisoners s0 much that even the meekes! 
among them wanted to assert their rights in vigorous terms 
When such a stage was teached it was customary to notl'y the 
jail authorities that a complete shutdown of all activities 
inside the prion would be observed by the prisoners, Thit 
‘would contince till their grievances wereredressed and normal 
conditions aczeptable to all concerned were restored. 


‘When the petition to the jail authorities for redress of 
avievances wes prepared and signed by all the prisoners, the 
Same wes brought to me also for my signature. T declined 19 
do so on the following grourds: 

'. The Quran forbade the tue believers to adopi unlawful 
micans even for redtessing rightful cemands. Rioting ané 
Stoppage of work was not permissible wider the rules and 
fas sich, [ could ot be 8 party to this petition 

b.. There weee legal methods avalable for the aoveptance o! 
lesitimate demands, For instanee, it could be brought to 
the notice of te jal authorities that prisoners were being 
deteined in jail without proper charge sheets. None of 
them, including myself, had so far been produced beforea 
Magistrale and no judicial remands had been obtained 
against any of us, This was Mlegal and due prosess of lew 
had to be adhered to in accordance with international 
conventions. 

ce. The jail procedure in vogue amounied to 3 blanket indie. 
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mont rainus any jndlgial process and unless rectified im: 
mediately it would emount (0 a breach of all norms of 
hhaman rights recognized by all the nations of the worl. 


“Although the procedure prescribed by the Holy Quran for 
redcess of grievances was alien t0 the Communist regime in 
Nery wey vetit hal to be brought to their notice regardless of 
fhe eesults ot the seant regard with which the Russians were 
laps to view all legal processes. However, not content with only 
arr Deponition of the Islamic rules of conduct in such cases, 
srepared a separate pefition on the above lites and addressed 
Trio my captors. { mentioned in my application clearly that 
Islam did not permit the adaption of disorderly conduct for 
Terese of grievances and at such I had refused to associate 
Tayuelf with the other prisoners. At thesame time; T impressed 
Tiyon the prson officals that rule of aw should be observed 
in dealing with prisoners irrespective of color, creed or 
nationality. Loyalty and obedience to established authority 
wae a mono srictly followed by all members of the 
hmadiyya Community and it vas our bounden duty t0 ac 
Gaaint other people aso of this moral obligation. 


‘Next time when I was takers tothe Interrogation Ceatre, the 
Rinian official asked me as to why T hod no! participated 
vnith the other peisoners in the mass shut-down of work end 
Ther jail duties, | told fm hat 1 bad already addressed a 
Fetter on this subject o my jails and gave « brief resume of 
the contents of the letter to the Interrogating offices. He was 
Maibiy impressed by my clarification and ordered some relana~ 
Teh ithe prion regulations regarding myself, The shut 
down rotize served by the other prisoners was completely 
GMrored bythe Ruisian officals, stead, an immediate 
rangcover of the prsoners' barracks was carried out and all 
the prisoners were shifted to different wards. In this manner 
the threat of mass cisturbance by the prisoners was averted 
for the time bein. 


was also moved to another cell where 1 found about & 
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score of Muslim prisoners, mosily beonging to Afghanisan, 
Bukhara and Teshkeat, Some of tase prisoners were very 
fegular in theie daily prayers and wate alteady’ famaiar with 
mny habit of reciting the Quran daly and offering prayers 
turing the hours of darkness, It wat really heartwarming to 
‘ee fellow prisoners offering thei daly prayers and spending 
frost of thei time in spsitual and marl reclamation. I reseiv~ 
{ca var reception from my new conrades and, infact, they 
finanimowaly tequested me to Had them in their daly prayers 
na ago to inivate them in the more complex religious doc- 
trines, fv the beeinning tay contribuiion in this direction was 
ft bettspatty and sometimes mathine. 1 didn’t want to scare 
them in the early stages about my telief in Ahmadiyyat and 
the prophiethood of the Promised Messiah, But as time pessed 
fand I unfolded my new religious coxcepts gradually, most of 
the prisoners were favorably inclined towards me, 


“The month of Ramadhan (Fasting had started and my time 
‘was mostly spent in recitation of tte Holy Quran and strict 
Doserance of daily prayers. In a2 atmosphere of tangled 
Toyaties, estranged cultures and conflicting ideologies, my 
fall prisan cel had beeeme aray <f hope for those whs had 
fo far practiced only Orthodox theoogy, and were completely 
Thoware of the doctrines of true Flam, Ours was an age of 
tdiminishing expectations in all fies and people sometimes 
fuck to religion only in search of etal happiness and coutent- 
tent of mind. The religious ritual practiced by the mullahs 
Were discernible by vague titles ant did not satisfy nor meet 
the demetids of the present day sophisticated society. It was 
thus nolan em task ferre 10 corvert the people areued me 
to the true Ismic concepts 4s prepourded in modern times 
by the Holy Founder of the Abnadiyya Moverient. But 1 
never lost heart and persisted in my demeanor of « mode! 
‘Muslin before my comrades in disress; an finally threugh a 
process of gradual attrition, someof them saw the light and 
‘embraced Ahmadiyya 
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THE FIRST AHMADIYYA 
CONVERTS IN U.S.S.R. 


Preaching of Ahmadiryat in the prison cell could further 
complicate matters for me, placed 2s I was in a postion where 
‘my eaptors not only entertained grave doubts about my 
‘bonafides as a rlipious missionary but vere firmly convinced 
thatT was British spy. But come what ay, Leould no longer 
hholé my tongue onthe subject and earnestly ensbarked cm my 
mission ina systematic manner, I tcok great delight in tending 
to the ordinary and day-to-day requirements of my comrades 
fs fat as it was within my resources to do so, I assiduously 
Keep! out of reference the Ahmadiyya dectrines when dicuss. 
ing religious subjec's with my companions for fear they might. 
‘get scared aviey inthe initial stager, I became selective in this 
Fespect and decided 10 start my preachings with Turkish 
prisoners who were geneealy more receptive to te than the 
rest of the crowd. 


‘One of the prisoners whose name was Abiullah Khstt ap- 
peared to be sreatly impressed with my discourses and even- 
tually embraced Anmadiyyat, This venerable old man was & 
very influential person in Tashkent. He possessed 180 bi 
fruit farms and was blessed with two wives and a soa. He 
‘usualy talked very litleand kept people ata distance, But he 
‘was fr less eeticent when it came to explaining an important 
religious poin! to his listeners. He was always in the midlle of 
fa debate if a decision had to be made whether some rituals 
pprootced by’ the evthodax Muslims before offering prayers 
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strictly sonformed to the Shariat or net. His interference in 
the interpretation of Islamic eachings vas sometimes resented 
bby me ait was api to retard he flow 0° new converts into the 
fold of Ahmadiyyat. However, as tine passed, Abdullah 
Khan brcame a very staunch Abmadiand was subsequently 
Instrumental in converting to Ahmadivyat a large number of 
prisoners at Tashkent, I presche!almest obsessively both by 
‘yord of mouth and practical example of selfless service to sll 
the iamates of the prion, Everybody stemed to he visibly im- 
pressed by Ahmadiyya teachings and there were only a few 
loft whe still wavered on the brink 


‘The rlighous dialogues between mysif and noni-Akmadies 
‘were uially carried out peacefully and seidom turned inte 
vilification ct disrespest between the aelievers and the non- 
believers, I had to be very careful in my preaching lest the 
prison authorities should come to knoy of tand put astopto 
‘ny religious activities, The new convents were vastly impress 
ce withthe teachings of Almmadiyyat and most of them wept 
in theirprayers and coustantly sought tte blessings of Allah in 
their new vosation, Beneath their usualy demure appearances 
Jrked the barning desite to sacrifice tei all inthe service of 
the Ahnadivya Movement. I recolectto ths day the faces of 
some of them which reflected immens: love for Ahmadiyyat 
and its Holy Founder, Ahmad, the 2romised Messiah and 
‘Mali, Whenever I mentiozed to then the name of the Pro. 
rrised Messiah, sncomtroliale tears rolled dovin their cheeks 
fand thiy nodded their heaés in assert to whatever I taught 
them about the new dispensation; the Ahinadiyya Movement 
in stan, 


Although aimest all of the new converts ud become fly 
converiant with the basiss of the conitoversy between 
‘Ahmiadies and non-Akmades insomuch as 


8} esis Christ, an Israelite Prophe', hat not ascended to 
hheaven but lay buried in Srinagar in the Stale of Jammu 
aané Kashmir 


” 


') All the prophecies pertaining to Jesus’ eecond advent had 
teen fuliled in the holy person of Ahmad, the Promised 
‘Messlah and Mahl, Abmad was born at Qacian is India 
fon Febroary 13, 1835 and started receiving revelations 
from God, when he was 40 years old. Visions, dreams and 
verbal revelations had started when Atiad was yet it his 
{wenties, When he reached the age of 40 years, revelations 
stared pouring on him Eke torrential rain, His ministry 
Tasted for more than 30 years and he died on May 26,1906, 

(©) That although the Holy Prophet Mohammad (Peace and 
blessings of God be upon him) was Khatemun Naoiyyeer, 
yet the institution of prophethood had not ceased after 
hhim, God had raised a Prophet in the Latter Days and tad 
shown riighty sigs in his support, According to the Holy 
‘Quran, those among the believers who followed in the 

 foorstens of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace end 
blessings of God be upon hima) would be honored with the 
noble tiles of Prophets, the Truthful, the Martyrs and the 
Righteous. It conformity with this Quranic teaching, God 
hha honored Ahmad, the Promised Messiah and Maki, 
‘with the title of Prophet and spoke to him exactly in the 
Inuanaer He had spoken to Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus 
fan the Holy Prophet Mutanmad, Yet they (the con- 
verts) had not become familiar so far with the practical 
Implementation of the Ahmadiyya teachings. For in- 
stance, some of them sill offered their prayers behind @ 
dlisbelieving [maw 
This yas ot perminthle Keenase only those persons 
were eligible to lead the faithful in prayers a8 had entered 
the Afimadiyya fold and believed in Ahmad, the Promised 
‘Messiah; One of the new converts raised a query’ "How is 
tibet we are not permitted to offer prayers behind anon: 
‘Ahmadi Imam, when the made of prayer, the number of 
daily prayers and the aumbes of rakaat in each prayer is 
the same as performed by our non-Ahmadi brothers?" 
fxpiained to him the hard core of vifferenves between 
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thew two Muslim factions and told him that the deily 
fprayers std all other religous practices as performed by 
Thenon-Amadigs, no longer foune full recognition in the 
yer of God, It wis besause the ron-Ahmadies had re. 
fected the Divine Call and had dubbed ihe Great Teacher 
‘of the Latter Daye as Kafir ane Daal (Ihe Deceiver). The 
Contsibution of Akmadivyat towards Islam was far more 
than symbolic, It was infact the esence of Islam and one 
could say without the faintest reservation that there is no 
go? but Allak who revealed Himsit in the preseat tines 
fo Ahmad, tke Spiritual Son and the Trusted Deputy of 
the Holy Prophet Muhatnmas. 


“Thentew converts did not take longto besore Fully conver 
cont with the teachings of Akmaciyyat and readily followed 
the line given to them by me in this direction. However, the 
pith of true religion bad never can snooth, Soon some pert- 
Eons outside the prison came to knowat my real mission, eg, 
the praching of Ahmadiyyat, and stirted a whispering cam: 
paigh azairst me, My opponents tried to cteate& crisis of con 
fence around me and briefed several persons 10 pose as 
‘Alimades so a 0 aequaint thernselve with my daly routines. 
his adverse turnin the friendly atmosphere inside the prison. 
walls did ot deter ee from my wltinate mission and 1 con- 
Moued to preack Ahmadigyat © anyone with whort 1 came 
jnto contact during my detention at Tashkent 


1 could not speak Russian fluently but could always make 
‘ny fitenets acquainted with what Id t0say. On various oe 
Thsions | iafortued the new converts that after the demise of 
the Holy Founder of Ahmadivyat, allah bestowed upon the 
shoulders of Hazrat Maulana Noo-Ud-Din, the mantle of 
Khilofat-and he thus had the sianalhonor of being the fest, 
guccassor and Khalfa to the Promised Messish, Hazrat 
halfatulMasih I was a unique Musim schola: par excellence 
fand there was none like him amonghis forerunners. He died 
in 914 end the onerous responsbility of the Killin 
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Ahmadiyya was shifted to Haxrat Mirza Bashiruddin 
Mahmud Ahmad who was designated by Gos as the Sezond 
Suseessar to the exalted Messiah. The Xhalifatul Masih 1, 
beside being a scion of the Noble Housetold of the Promised 
Messiah, was gifted with « usigue understanding of the Holy 
(Quran, 30 much so that some of his digeourse: and eommen- 
taries (Compiled at a later date in the form of Taftir-iKabir 
and Tafsiri-Sagheer| ranked among the finest ofits kind and 
in fact stood unsurpassed in spiritual ecelleace and beauty 
for all times. I repeatedly told the new converis about the ex- 
alted personality ofthe Promised Messiah and his Successors 
so asto inculeate in their hearts truclove and reverence forthe 
Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movemon! and his greet 
Successors 


ave already mae w passing reference to Abdullah Khan, 
a very rich and influential person in Tashkent, Before be took 
Dalat, he had been Leenly questioning me about my religious 
antecedents and sources of my apparently deen knowledge of 
Spirilual subjects. Sometimes I left him alone to brood over 
his own shortcomings rerarding the Islami faith, But I used 
to revive my overtures to him at frequest intervals until such 
time that he fly understood the basics of Ahmadiyyat. Iwas 
uring one ofthese diseussions that I recited to him a couplet 
from a Persian poem composed by the Promised Messiah in 
praite of the Holy Prophet Muharamad (peace be on hin): 
Degar Ustaxd ra namay nadanan, 
Keb Rhandam dur dabistani Mubarumad, 
ee ec him hat have ear every) 

When Abdullah Khan heard this couplet te was so moved 
by its excellence and beauty that he started crying profusely. 
‘was om This occasion that I told him about Ahmadiyat and its 
Holy Founder, He had certain misgivings acanst baat int 
beginning but eventually he relented and took the dada when | 
told him that either he was for us or against us there was no 
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grey area between the two positions 


When the Russians came to know that Abdullah Khan hac 
centered the fold af Abmadigyat, thy sert two mullahs 1 con= 
fact him in the prison 0 as 10 petsuad him through fair or 
foul meens to renounce Abmadiyat, The first thing these 
spiteful mullahs did was to iaform Alstulldh Khan that the 
Whole werkt of Islam, including the mulahs of Tashkest, had 
Genouriced the Ahmadis as Kafrs (non-believers) and that in 
every Islamic State, Ahmadis were invariably stoned to death 
If they did not retoke their new faith However, Abdullah 
Khan Wes not impressed by the wikl overstatements made by 
‘the mulls whom he Krew to be really Russian emissates, As 
fa matlet of fact, an exceedingly large umber of devout 
‘Muslims did not subscribe to the wse of force in religious mat 
ters and were prone 10 disregard the firwas of the so-called 
‘Muslim radicals whieh so glaringly eoxtravened the Quranic 
teachings 


‘When the Russians feiled in ther inital attempt to stop the 
propagation of Ahmadiyyat in Tashkert prison, they selected 
Another influential loca! dignitary nanied Atul Qadir and 
sent him (o see and talk to me about thenew faith. [earned at 
fs Inter sage that Mr, Abdul Qadir besides being a very in- 
catia resident of Tashkent, was also the boss of the local 
KGB. This man frequently visited the prison and pestered me 
svi all sorts of questions, both political and religious. One of 
the questions this official from the Rusian intelligence asked 
me Was: “Maulana Room in bis “amous Masnawi his 
Teprodvced  sayine by Hazrat Baayazid Bustamt (@ great 
‘Mstity saint) to the effect that he (Hazrat Baarazid) was at 
‘par in excellence with the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
(on hin) or even betters Was ita true statement cram involen- 
tary practice in thaspleiny’™ 


My answer to the query was somewhat non-committal 
because I did not wish to rouse the ir of the devoters of the 
‘Muslin saints, However, I explainel in general terms thet 
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vnhien a clsciple of the Holy Prophet Muhammad attrisuted 
fn spiritual excellence to his persoa, it vas only relative in se 
“quence and that the real soutce ofall the heavenly virtues ae 
the person of the Holy Prophet himself and from him flowed 
athe blessings and exeellenees whieh were distribsted evenly 
mone. the fevored ones of the Ummat. ‘Ihus the Muslin 
faints were not independent infers of divine bounties but 
fot everything through their linkage with the Unemat, The 
question, therefore, of any of the saims being a! par in ex 
{ellonce with the Holy Prophet Muhammad did not arise, To 
Talk of excelling the Holy Prophet Munammud in any depart 
‘ment of divine blessings or even to bypass his status in the 
Temotest form, amourued 10 Ki? and heresy of the lowest 
pitch, The words uttered by Hazrat Basyazid Bustami merely 

etifie his high situs in relation o his contemporaries om, 
‘The KOB agent yas much impressed by my explanation and 
nodded his head in assent several times 


Mr. Abdul Qadir continued 10 shadow me for sometime 
He even went to the extent of proclaiming me a great scholer 
and thus made me @ grester suspect In the eyes of the Rus 
flans, My captors thought that if 1 was really a religious 
Scholar, then why had 1 chosen fo enter a far Mung border 
town like Arthak without @ passport or a vst, 


[could well understand this line of argument. It was tre 
thus in ordinary eirsumstances 0 one in his senses would 
{ross foreign borders without fullling egal requtements for 
this purpose. Hawever, tines were slightly different in 1924 
During my stay in Iran | had endeavored to procare the 
ngessary documents far erossing over into Russi teritory 
{But it was atime of profound palticl suspense in inter-state 
eatioss and nobody ci the Soviet side eared 10 istue visas 
furknown Indians, letst of all 10 a person whose declared 
intention was to spread true Islam among the godless Com 
nists. Nobody had asked me any questions when Iros 

the border theck-post. In fast there were 60 visible arrange. 
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iments to check oF issue vises to visitors 02 ether the Iranian 
tr the Russian side of the international berder 


‘Torevest to Mr, Abdul Qacit, the day Imiet him, I had my 
misgivings about his bonafides. In fact Taw in a dream that 
fomeone from among my followers in he prison cell had 
thrown dust on my face causing some bursing and imunees in 
thy eyes, Subsequent events proved the truth of my vision and 
I thanked God that He bad forewamed ne about the tragic 
vents which took plave afterwerds, To camprehend the Com. 
‘runist aversion 10 religion, it was nacesstry to cast a cursory 
dace a the tga of the last Czar befor ané during World 
‘Wat I, The Imperial Government was rildled with intrigues 
land the administration of the country wis under the baneful 
influence of orthodox clergy wo dabble in politics and held 
their own interests uppentost in all wales of life. ‘The ordi 
ary people abhorred them intensely aid when the Czar's 
Tegime wis toppled, a very lavge nambe of slereymen were 
tither killed ot made ¢o fee the county in great panic, The 
hunches became desolate and the Bolsteviks adopted an ex- 
tremely hard line against the religious-minded people, 


Lenin, who led the Communist revcution, publicly pro. 
claimed that there vas no god in the heavens and that all mes 
‘were equal ard comrades in a godless :ociely. The ordinary 
[Russia citizens were great impressed by this announcement 
‘and gradually traces of religion were almost obliterated from 
the Jan, This was nothing lke che peosle had ever seen ané 
experienced before. When I entered Turcestan, Islam was sti 
Very much in practice in the great Masim cultural centers of 
Butharaand Tashkent and the advent ofa Muslim missionary 
from. ladia, de hesstland of cowtemporary Islami: 
renaissance, vas therefere something tcthe last liking ofthe 
Russians 
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PRELUDE TO TYRANNY 


‘When my captors started my interrogationin earnest, Twas 
excorted by two armed wardens to the presente of a high offi 
cial, This dignitary appeared to bea Chistian, wel-mannered 
‘and soft in speech. He offered mea chair and before starting 
business, gave me some fruits and other eatsbles and tried 10 
piatme completely a ease, The frst question he asked me was 
‘about Almad, the Holy Founder of the Admadiyya Move- 
ment and his teachings. 1 gave him ¢ brief life skeich of 
Ahmad and told him that the message the Promised Messiah 
hhad brought fom God was in the same pattem and mariner a: 
‘ther prophets from the dawn of history. Ahmad (Peace be 
‘on him) had brought nonew hw bat yas commanded by God 
to present to mankind the true Face of Islam and tbe excuisie 
ly temutiful teachings of the Holy Quran. 


‘This Great Depaty of the Holy Prophet Muhammad had 
apgeared in accordance with the prophesies in the ancient 
scriptures and the Holy Quran, After his advent, the spiritual 
ddaraness which had engulfed the whole work, hed begun to 
depart graduelly bat finally from the face ofthe earth. It was 
dlesined that the Promised Messizh, who Tike the full moon, 
‘was to reflect in his person fully and faithfully the glorious 
ligit of the Sun (the Holy Prophet Muhammad) would halt 
thetragi> decline af Muslims and would be instrumental in 
briuging about a fulfedged Danie renasance in the 

ling of 4 century. Thad with me a small booklet entitled 
"*Diferene between an Ahad anda Non-Ahtnad?” writin 
bby he Promised Messiah himself. 1 translated in Persian rele- 
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vent exracis from this book and the cfficial interprester who 
‘was present during the interrogation tanslated the seme into 
Russias for the benefit of the Inierrojating officer. When he 
(Ge Russian officer) arned about the Ten Commandments 
(conditions) of Baia!, he was visibly impressed snd noted the 
extract in his personal notebook. Ths was a matter uf great 
pYide for methat the fest beok from the Ahmadiyya literature 
was translated into the Russian languaze during my interroga- 
iow and that it was sead by a pumbe' of Russian officials, 


In subsequent sessions the interrogators often asked me 
questions as were not strictly religiousbut were mare political 
in nature, For instance: ‘What is the Alimadiyya resetion to 
the Non-cooperation movement sporsozed in India by Mr. 
Gandhi and his Muslim associates aganst the British Govern. 
ment?” T told my questioners that tie Ahmacies were not 
affectel by political turmoilin any country. We worked uniter 
te guidance of a spiritual leader—bh this case the second 
Snecesior to the Promised Mesiah—and we never clashed 
with 2 lawfully established government, be i Russian or 
British "The Russians appeared Co besatisFied with my stete 
ment, 1 was very careful in articulating facts and theories so 
that the Russiane might not form wiong notions about the 
‘Ahmacies, In Russia, there appeared to be more theorists 
than activists and, therefore, I toak pains to clarify my views 
as comprehensively as conditions would permit 


‘The imerrogatory process dragged on and the officers on 
duty were changed frequent, During this period T hae to face 
a young scholar who was a Muslim by birt but had recenily 
suceursbed (0 the Communist doctrine. He was an athast and 
oa topof that a great intelectual, He aterrogated me compre- 
hensively on almost all tapies—poltical, religions, social, 
cultura and economic, Sometimes ne interrogation lasted 
Hivoupiout the night. He particulary asked me questions 
about the administrative setup of ‘he Ahmadiyya Head 
quarter at Qadian (India). I had to explain elaborately ll the 
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detals concerning our forsign missions (few nd far between 
at the time) along with the names ofthe missionaries, He even. 
inquired from me the names ars numbers of the newspapers, 
periodicals, ané other publications which were published by 
{is at Qadian and missions abrcad, His inierrogatory zeal was 
o exhaustive that he alsc wanted to know something about 
the Lahor Party of the Paigtamers as they are populacly 
called. The Lahorl Party acknowledges Ahmad as the Promis- 
fed Messia and Mandi in a lukewarm fashion, One of the 
basic differences beween the main Ahmadiyya Community 
‘and the dissidents pertains to the supremacy of the Khilefat 
lover the Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya, 


‘According to the writings of the Promised Mestiah, God 
would install the Khulafa-i-ReshedIn as successors after is 
passing away who would carry on his mission in the same 
manger as was done by Hazrat Abu Bakr and Umar after the 
demse of the Holy Prophet Mubammad. Ahmad dif Jay 
fdowa the foundation of the Sadr Anjuman Ahsadiyya 
during the las: years of his Ministry but it was meant to 
Teguiate the day-to-day’ administration of Jauneat only. Timay 
also be mentioned in passing that the Lahori Party doe not 
believe in the prophetnood of Alumad and regards hime as @ 
‘reformer in the manner of hundreds of those who preveded 
him during the last 1400 years. They seceded from the 
‘Ahmadiyya Community at the beginning of the illustrious 
Khislat of Hazrat Miza Eashiraddin Mahmud Abmad, 
‘Seeand Successor Lo the Promised Messiah. The Paighamees 
raintaina small headquui ers at Lahore, Thee mumbers have 
‘dwindled appreciably during the lst fev years, 


‘Through ‘God's infinite merey, it so happened thet my 
interpreter who was a Christian, accepted Alumadiyyat during 
the lengthy period of my interrozation and helped me on 
aay occasiots during my question andanswer session: with 
my captors, His prompt assistance during various difficult 
‘eptsodes in the interrogation room saved me many times fro 
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harsh treatment at she hands of the Rusians and the climate 
tf fear and distrust which pervaded the prion etmosphere 
‘was reaily assuaged with the help of this new Akmadi cor 
Verte T mast admit that it was theough Tis efforts that the in- 
Vertigative techniques employed by ny captors had been 
ofiencd to the least offensive level dneng this peciod, 


Mr. Abdul Qadir whom I have alretdy mentioned in. my 
narrative posed to be avery wicked petson iasomuch that he 
was successftl in finally convincing my captors that 1 wes 
Teally a British spy. My woes cealy stared when Abdul Qadir 
fold the Russians that I was an expert cn podtical atfairs and 
hhad been spevally chosen by the Brith Inelligence Service 
for esplanage purposes within the Muslim dominions of the 
U5.8.R. The mere fact that | was a Muslim scholar and was 
fairly well conversant with the vast Isiemie lterature had led 
the Russians to the consusions that I vas indeed a spy. The 
“whole thing was utterly ridiculous and vithout any bas’. The 
informers reparts were based on filse assumptions. and 
damounted (o as much a an exerese Insumtiner suntan woud 
be conaidered an effor! to took like an Arab. More persons 
‘were sent info the prison to watch my movements and do 
Caresdropplng where possible. Security was further tighteneel 
fand during ny daily morning stroll, plinclothesmen shadow- 
fed me—even to the privy 


[As the days passed, the behavior of the Russian officials 
Dpecame more and miore hostile toward: me, Abdel Qadir, the 
informer, had caucosted so many stoues against me that my 
pots thought themselves quite yusttied ip treating me with 
riealed harshness, My friends ine prison cell had also 


farted deserting me snd bad suédenly assumed a pattern of 
behavior, lest cordial and conspicuowsly aloof towarés me. 1 


could not. blame them for theit unsympathetic attitude 
because everyone was undercloud for one reasonor the other. 
‘aed of sours: se interest always camefiss. Nobody was wil 
ing to shase my hardships andl even those who were very close 
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to me in the recent past, cast furtive glances at me i despair 
and disgust 


[At firs t appeared oaly a8 ripple of whispering tongues. 
Butsoon I came to know that my captors had decided to exe- 
cute mte on charges of spying for aforelgn power. Apparently 
this was the end of the line for me. In order to convince me 
‘thas the Russians Were earnest in their resolve to execute me, & 
Rusian prisoner from an adjoining cell was executed by firing 
squad on chauges of expionage and nobody had raised atinge: 
in protes, or pleaded fos him. However, I kept calm and gave 
ro hint to my perseoutors tha thelr ugly designs had unnerved 
me in any manner. I kept myself busy in reciting the Holy 
{Quran most of thetime and on occasions looked back into the 
‘pas for is elements of prologue and consolation, Although a 
majority of my comredes in the prison cell had isolated 
themselves from me, but a few from the hard core werestill in 
sympathy with meand occasionally passed to me kind words 
tnd food gifs, 1 will never forge: the words of consolation 
‘and sympathy often spoken to me during this period by the 
Russian officer who interrogated me at Tashkent, Outvardly 
hhe was en atheist and confoumed to all the norm: of a Com 
rmunist society, But in reality he was a devout Chistian, kind 
hearted and sympatheti to all in advensty. 


Thave already mentioned that seourity meesures around my 
cell had recently been tightened out of all proportion to the 
factual requirement, I was & rere prisoner, unarmed and con- 
pletely at the merey of my tormentors. 1admit that I had been 
Excessively meek and doe in my behevior during the whole 
period of imprisonment, But this was not motivated by ary 
Sinister designs to make a bid for escape from the Bolshevik 
chuches, According to the tenchings of Islam, I was not sup- 
poved to adopt unfair or legal means for release from the 
prkon, In certain circumstances, some people are punished by 
their penaness. I believe that my present ordeal was brought 
about hy my insistence in adhering to the Islamic rules of coa- 
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duct, Frequently in the past, my friends had been persuading 
‘me to make abld for escape. They had promised me wssstance 
and guidance in this direction, But I didnot fall for the temp- 
tation because If | hac escaped from me prison Mlegaly, 1 
‘vould bave tarnished the fair name of Ahmadiyyat, The case 
Of prisoners of wer is different and, terefore, required dit 
ferent handling, AS they say, a kind heart isno help in poker, 
P.O. has to fend for hiriself in alltypes of siuations and, 
strive for his ibery by any means. 


‘When it became evident that my execution had been de- 
‘ded upon ot the highest lel, the prson officials contrived, 
their utmost to obtain addtional inciminstory data against 
ne 30 that itcould be prodused ina tril court by the prosecu- 
tion, A large number of people were asiduously brought into 
contact with me 10 procure evidence of my guilt from faise 
witnesses, [had already renounced all 1opes of asistance and 
Ihe froin worklly sources. Istarted consoling myself with the 
idea that perhaps it was God!'s dexee that the seed of 
‘Anmaciyyat should be sown inthis laud, soaked in the blood. 
oof @ martyr, What beter fate a devoxt Maslim could desire 
‘han this, There was only ove longing ht my'heart st that cme; 
to see Qadian, the resting place of the Promised Messiah and 
the blessed seat of the Ahmadiyya Kiilafet. As time passed. 
‘and 1 guessed thet the final hour wasat end, I divested my 
Tull atiention 10 my Creator and even discarded my wish 19 
visit Qian. 


1t so happened that an Ahmadi youth from Bukhara hed 
come ts Tashkent to moot some relates. I:ameto know oF i 
and seat a message to him to see me inthe prison. Mutammact 
Hussain (this was his ame) met me isthe prison and inform 
ed me about his resolve to visit Qadiar in the near future. 1 ex- 
horted itm io convey a mesiage from ne te Hazsat Khalifatal 
‘Masih II, Basing my conviction on he existing situation, 1 
passed word to Haztat Sehib that ny execution bad been 
decided upon and that I felt no fear in my Beart on that 
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sccount and would gladly shed the last drop of my blood in 
the cause of Ahriadiyyat, 1 further mentioned in this messege 
that Iwas a humble disciple of the Promised Messiah and if 
iny captors executed me, I would not die like a coward, I will 
Told fast to iny beliefs othe Ist breath; that Ahmad (Peace 
te upon him) hed appeared as @ Refunver in the Latter Days 
fh the spirit and matte of the Holy Prophet Muhammad and 
that anyone who followed Ahmad, really followed his Master 
the Holy Prophet Mahammad, 


My visits to the Interrogation Center contitued regularly 
despite the reliable ramors about my summary execution. Ode 
tiny the investigating officer asked me whether it wes inenm- 
‘sent on all Muslims to obey the legally established govern- 
nent of the country where they lived. I hesitated 10 answer 
this question as I hed already guessed its implication, What 
ny captors waated me to admit was that] was a loyal subject 
ofthe British government; so in accordance with their wishes, 
Thad accepted to work as a apy inthe Muslim occupied tert 
tories of the U.S,S.R. Of course my answer (0 the above ques- 
{ion was ta the affirmative, bu! withthe proviso that leeally 
fstablished governstent could only ksue wful commands to 
fis subjects. Spy work In foreigh lands was not a Lawful com 
‘mand and thetefore a Muslim was not compelled fo comply 
‘with such orders. 


“The interrogator asked me ta reduce his question and my 
answer into writing, which I did, Walle writing this statement 
Tale mentioned that according to Islam. only such orders of 
the rulerswere to be obeyed by the Muslims as were not rep 
haan (© the basic Quranic injunctions, For instance, if an 
tsteblished government issued orders that Muslims were bat~ 
fed from observing daily prayers or fasting in the momh of 
Ramadhan or compelled to use alcoholic dritks, such orders 
Were tot Lo be obeyed ia any cireumstances. On hearing my 
explanation, the Russian interrogator became livid with rage 
He shouted back at me saying that since it was God who 
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Invested the rlers with ruling powers, how wasit possible for 
the subordinates to challenge or disobey orders issued by the 
government, I repented what I had already sald in this regard 
bt aalded that in some cases Islam allowed a certain measure 
of latitude and extreme affliction was not alvays 10 be dis 
{counie upust adherence to civil right 


Te interrogating officer did not appear to like my answers 
and further asked me with an ironical expression on his face: 
"Supposing the British Government was at war witha Muslim 
country, what would be your reaction? Would you fight 
fagsinst your own brothers in faith?"" | tole him that the 
‘Ahmadiyya Commonity was a non-political organization and 
fas such had nothing fo do with polities and wars. But in case 
(of national ercergency, the Ahmadies were bound 10 pat- 
ticipate in the defense of ther country, even though there 
miett be some Ahmadis on the enemy side, Wars with na- 
tional stakes were not to be confused with religious wars 
‘which in any case were extinct in modern times, 


Sometimes some senior Rustian officials also visited the In- 
terrogation Center and expressed sarprive at my siatersents 
One of these officals one day admonished my interrogator 
fand said it Rassian, “Why aze you asking such questions 
from a prisoner who appears io be yet in his eens?” The in- 
terrogitor explained t0 nim that this prisonet (ayseiN was 
‘young in age but extremly clever in understanding, 


My interrogator appeered t9 be one of those persons who 
felta certain void wees some great catastrophe was annourt: 
fed to them every morning, Every day he changed his posture 
inthe hope of getting me into a tight comer. One morning 
‘wher I went tothe Interrogation Center I sald elo to him in 
iy usual way, He anawered suddenly that if my hello was 
meant for the Russian government then the time was soos ap 
proatihng when the Russians would be as prosperous a8 the 
[Brish and then ke would beable to return my hello in amuch 
Touder tone shan at present, I was, of course, surprise! 
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beyond description at the stupidity and bias of this Russian 
official, 


When my interrogator failed miserably in his efforts to 
clict any substantial evidence of guilt from me, he changed 
fistacties and one day woked me IT knew anythirg about the 
modern scietces “ike algebia, geoiesry, mathematics and 
Dhysios ete told hikn that hae not lsened my eligi from 
scientist and as such, was a layman in modern sofnces had 
been edueated in a religious academy ard th 
Ienovledge of whatever dimension was confined to religious 
fopies only. To istra‘e the | Kaew much more than 1 co 
Fewed, he suddenly asked me, “What isthe sum total of 45 + 
StH sald simply *8U is the stm to.” 


(On a subsequent occasion when my cormentors had beaten 
ine mercilessly and blood flowed profusely from my wouncs, 
Thad to be admitted to the priton hospital, Here the civil 
‘surgeon wanted to take my statement and record fis opinion 
fabout my physical condition, My persecutors hed sent meto 
the hospital with a note that thisman was demented and had 
(wounded himaelf in a fit of frenay. To convince the civil 
surgeon that I was really @ madcap and a lunatic, the Russian 
Inerpreter asked me in the preseace of the dactor “What is 
the sum total of 17 + 177"*T said 34”, He thea said “What 
the sum total of 19 + 192" Lsaid 128", The intercogaior 
tuain esked me shamefacecly “How much is 18 + 18 I stid 

Rov" The civil surgeon glanced at my interrogator curiously 
and certified me as a normal pesson. 


‘One day my interrogator asked me \u mention the ames oF 
towns and places whieh I tad come across during my jourey 
from Qadian to Bukhara, 1 enumerated a few towns, Ike 
Batala, Amitsar. Latore, Quetta, Duzdab and Mestad, He 
farthe: asked me to name important places between Duzdab 
fand Meshad. I wearily answered that if Thad know before- 
and that questions of this neture would be put to me 1 
‘ould have jotted down the names of al the importet places 
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‘on a pice of paper. The intention besind such questioning 
syas probably to find out whether I had hated at any of the 
Towns between Duzdab and Meshed, which were the hotbed 
(of international intrigue in the Iranian territories, 


[As Thave alresdy mentioned on a previous eccasioa, the 
Resians had confiscated all my. beongings and personal 
acuments when I wat apprehended st the Arthak Raifway 
Sitiots One of these docuitents pertahed to instructions per~ 
enally dictated to me by Hazrat Khadlifatul Masiby 1! before 
Siting on my journey for Bukbare, My captors had gotten 
these instructions trarsiated into the Russian language end 
ind eat these under deep study for sometime, One 
Imerrogator showed mea typed versicn ofthis document and 
ead ne te exphiin one of the clausts which ran as follows 
TWhea you reach Bukhara and stat converting people to 
‘Anmatiyyat, do-not dsclose the nam of the new convert te 
savore, So much so that even the Ahad sonverts were te De 
tept it the dark about each other's tentiy. However, when 
peu shift from one town 10 the nex, then select one of the 
Moet efficient and truthful Ahmadi: from the whol 308 and 
Uppsie him of the names and other deailsofallthe Amaies 
Nhe ares. You should tell tke chvsen person to continue 
thecting all she Ahmadis i the townstricily on an individual 
Fasis_This instruction should be adteted fo both in word and 
spirit wt al times.” 


My reply to this query was bri and (0 the point, In 
urtaray as in other Muslim doninated proviness in the 
USSRo a vest Majority of the people were Islamic 
Paitasis ipctaliy the mullahs among them, who were 
pave eebgious fanatics end left litle or no options for those 
Who differed with therm even on non-esientils in theology 
The advent of the Promised Mesiah had caused a furor 
mots the mullat-nfested Nusfim community throughout 
the world, Mare so in places where the people were illiterate 
{Ba the poeude ulema ted dhe upp: baad in the euling hier. 
rely. The posibiy of toleratingthe Ahmadiyyas in places 
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like Bukhara and Tashkent was, therefore, almost close 10 
zet0. For this reason alone, the secrecy enjoined by Hazrat 
Khalfavul Masih 11 regarding the new Ahmadiyya converts 
would have been amply jistifie. 


‘There were other sapent genands for keeping our presching 
activities undereround for the time beite, Recent events in 
‘Afghanistan where several innocent Ahmadiyya youths had 
bbeen stoned to death duet rebgious differences, were a suffl- 
cient proof that theocrati witeh-hunt formed an integral part 
of the medieval stalecra‘t as nas practiced by the Afohans 
One of the Russian officials had recently shown me a cutting 
from a newspper published in Kabul, which convained the 
details of this inhuman methed of slaying (stoning to death) 
innovent Ahmadi converss in that country. I was an establish 
ed fact that the mullahs held unlimited franchise in some of 
the Muslim countries and, therefore, could not be bound 
down to specifications concerning their scope of interference 
{in public life. The instrustionsaiven to me at Qadiaa provided 
‘me only with guidelines in certain types of situations and were 
not nyeant to meddle with the rules and regslations of any 
country. My captors appeared to besatisfed with my explana 
ton because they did not raise this point again. 


Solitary confinement was another mode af torture frequently 
practised by the Russians. I was often locked up ina pitch dark 
roam for some days and then suddenly trougit out in glaring 
sunshine 10 cause me extreme mental ard physical hardship, 
Thie type of punishmer:, theugh extremely obnovious, con- 
tained certain easements for me. [usually skpt comfortably 
uring the period 1 remsined in coltary confinement in dark 
rooms. As the crisis built up gradually, my captors were at 
lous to get me sonvisted an spying charges, For rometime past 
the jail authorities had been maintaining a studied silence, 
Which Twas sure, portended a storm of some kind. They had 
already decided to execute me but so far had fried 10 produce 
sufficiently strong evidence to prove my gui, 
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It was during cis period that word passed around in. my 
prison cell that my persecutors were trying to fabricate fake 
fvidence against me by writing @ confession on a piece of 
paper and throwing it inside my room during the night. My 
Intercopator was sick of the long drawn cut statements which 
he hed torecord pertonally on my case fie. Throwing all eau 

tion to the wind, he had chalked out a sinister program tc 
clicit from me a fale confession, I stared keeping allnight 
Visit Co thwart my enemies scheme. Several attempts were 
rade to érop something in my room during the night. But 1 
used to siart shouting in a load voice en such oceasions to 
Awaken tke other prisoners in the cll. This melodrama con. 

Uinued for some time uni it was stoppal for more effective 


Suddenly one night the guards opened my cell and ordered 
sme to pack up my belongings. I was to be shifted to & new 
place, Some of the Ahmadiyya convertsin the prison helped 
tne in packing my belongings, When I wis ready to move, the 
uard commander escorted me outside (0 a hone cartiage 
‘which was stending there for transporting me to my new 
location. 


In the new prison I was conducted toa small room where | 
found myself to he the sole oczunat. Mr old prison comrades 
were also brought to the new prison, out all of them were 
Jodieed separately from me, Previously, food was cooked in- 
side the prison cell ané distributed among the prisoners in 
dlividally, Tn the new lacetion, the previous procedure was 
racically changed inasmuch as my foo! was cooked outside 
the prison cell and was brought ro me by the prison staf. My 
daily stoll outside was discontinued aad 1 vas told (0 use a 
potion af my room asa lavatory. I had antcipsied the new 
hardline adopied by the jail authorites but was not fully 
prepared for this type of harsh treatment. However, this wie 
no reasan for sel(-paralysis and I bevame alert more than 
before to meet all evennualitios 


‘The jail authorities continued their efforts to lay theirhands 
‘on some sort of fake evidence against me but they were always 
‘unsuccessful. The) stared beating me cruely at odd times, 
Winter had already started and people who have visited 
Bukhara and Tashkent would know how severe the cold 
‘enion isin these regions. To break down my resistance, the 
jalloes sometimes compelled me to spead the night in a cold 
‘and dark room where | was forced to lie down on the bare 
floor, This state of affairs continued for quite sometime with 
no visible signs of any change in the avtitude of my ceptors. 
Sometimes when { could not tolerate the severe beeting T 
‘wold start shouting for helpin aloud voice so thet the senior 
Russian officials ving on the upper floor would hear my 
voize and come down to imestigate. Hut at most times, the 
resale was the reverse of my expectations and my lod protests 
prompted an increasingly violent backlash and the wardens 
‘manhandled me with greater violence than before 


THE TORTURE 


It started suedenly without any warning, By this time 1 tad 
ben subjected to several beatings, sone of these quite severe 
‘and brutal, But tls Was usually temporary divtraction and 
afterwards Twas eft alone to mead ani forget. But ore night, 
five or six warders came and manhandled ne so brutally that 
[almost fainted on the spot, They firs tied both my hands at 
ray bark with ropes. Then they repeated this performance 
With my legs. Afterwards they brousht a large flat wooden 
‘board and after lifting me onto it, fastened the rope around 
the bourd se tightly that I started shrieking with pain, Linvok- 
fed mercy in the name of God, but aobody listened to me, 

‘They left the room after sometime having me alone in the 
dlrkness. The pain and anguish was © intense that I wonder 
even to this day how I managed to pass that dreadfal nist 

‘The ropes were s0 tightly wrapped srourd my body that 1 
could not move an inch and conseavently during the natural 
process of urination, some parts of my body were bumed due 
ta eoniaet with acidic fds for long hours. 


This terrible night still looms large in the shadows of my 
riemoty, In great pain and mbory | lifted my eyes to the 
hheavers and prayed to God to give ne strength and patience 
to bear this ordesl, I also prayed fervently that God in his in 
Finite mercy may apprise Hazret Khulifatal Masit IL of ny 
plight ro that he might contact the Bish government to ine 
tercede on my behalf with the Russins through diplomatic 
channels, Even before I finished my prayers, my heart was 
filed with the belet that God had heard my supplications and 


6 


that He had informed Hazrat Kbslifatul Mesity If through 
fevelation about the dire circumstances in which I was passing 
‘my time in Tashkent, This tuened out to be quite true. When I 
reached Qadian after my repatriation from Russia, Hazrat 
Hafle Roshan All, our venerable professor in the Jumia 
Abmadiyya, told me that Hazrat Khalitacal Mesit 11 had een 
Informed dy God though revelation that Muulvi Zabur Hus- 
sain (myself) was being terribly tortured by the Russian 
authorities at Tashkent, Consequently, cur Magarat-FKnarja 
ection of the Anjuman Ahmediyya, dealing with foreign af- 
fairs of the Jamaal) approacted the Betish Government in 
this matter, who in turn asked their Ambassador in Moscow 
to find out the circumstances under whieh 1 was being held 
priscner by the Russians, However, this portion of my nar- 
tative pertains to subsequent even's and will be dealt with 
elsewhere 


Reverting tomy ordealof the previous night, whea the mor- 
tg sun rose my whole body was seg and both of my arms 
were numb ard almost lifeless. 1 heard the sound of the 
‘Warden's footsteps in the corridor and collesting whatever 
strength vas left in me, called him loudly to come to ny help 
‘and loosen the ropes. The warlen after talking to someone in 
authority came to my room and untied my arms and legs. 1 
{could not move ae inch for someine, Both my ars And legs 
were swollen end blood oozed ou from wounds from dif- 
ferent parts of my body.1 was escorted by the wamden to my 
room, where 1 was lft alone, perhaps to reconsider my plans 
‘and make @ speedy confession of my gall 


“Alter sometime the warden returned and took me before a 
senior Russian offical for interrogation. When this officer 
‘saw my aad plight, ke asked me in Russian, *Who has been 
rmalteatisg and beating you so badly?” I told him the whole 
atory of the previous night and recuested him for fir teat 
rent in ihe prison. 1 told him that T was not an ordinary 
rullah but a respectable Muslin sckolar and @ missionary 
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belonging to the Almmadiyya Movement in Islam. 1 got hurt 
the most during my detention because was foreigner and 
there was nobody here who would utter «kind word for me, If 
the relaions between the British Govemmest and the Com- 
‘munist Regime in Russie were not ordi, then a mere nonen- 
tity like myself should not have heen mide a scapegoat in the 
fame of power politics, It % true that when the elephants 
fight, the grass always gets trampled Had 1 not suffered 
enough and kad not the time arrived set todo justice in my 
‘case and free me, an innocent person inall respects, The Rus- 
ian official heard my pleas patiently out said nothing dll T 
‘was brought back to my room, Soon afer anambulance truck 
came for me and took me to the hospial for treatment, 


Apart from an unfortunate misunderstanding inthe beginn- 
ing, 1 vas treated well during my to months stay in the 
hospital ard was transferred back to my prson cell after my 
‘wounds had healed completely. My persecutors for some 
unknown reason did their utmost to obtain an unfavorable 
certificete from the evil surgeon aboutmy mental fitness, Ny 
Seep reigioss inclination and offeringof dhily prayers punc- 
tually had perhaps stung their atheist emnselence so much that 
thay started seeing me in the usual profile of a eligioss 
fanatic. At times they intentionally ied feeding me wih 
pork, I esisted such efforts vehernentls andmadeit a practice 
oest simple bread mised with water. Although ths was a save 
‘akernative, but it cut aerose my physeal health badly and 1 
found myself reduced to almost a skeluon. It was totaly ovt- 
ile tho bounds of iaternational ethics 10 feed prisoners 
Something from which they sbstaied om spiritual and 
feligious groands, But such were the conditions al Tashkent in 
those days and one could only make the best of what was 
availabe 


‘There isan old saving thet affliction does notstrike you at 
once, Adversity marches forward slovly but steadily until it 
engulfs you completes in its tentacle. Until now, my woes 


9 


were limited only ta the liits of the Interrogation Center. 
‘The word had now reached to some of the mullahs in the city 
of Tashkent that a Qadiani (Ahmadies are sometimes called 
Qautianis, as the Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement 
was born and brought up at Qadian) was preaching 
Abmadivyat in Tashkent prison. Some Muslim ulema diseui 
ed as prisoners were imposted into my prison cell who in 
Teague with the prison authorities, planned to Iquidate re 
‘vith least publicity. I yas apprised in time about this plot 10 
assassinate me and with the help of Almighty God, I was suc- 
cessful in foiling all thee attempts in this ditection. Some of 
my friends had advised me to desist from preaching 
‘Ahmadiyyat as, ascording to them, disimulation in time of 
crisis was permitted in islam: and the present conditions in the 
picon were not condutive to religious tolerance and ethnic 
‘harmony. [always turned down such advice an irsisted that 1 
was a missionary and my life's mission was to spreed the light 
of Islam whetever the circumstances or the environment. 


More than six months had passed since my incarceration in 
the Tashkent prison. Daring this period I had seen what could 
be termed as the best cf times and also the worst of times at 
the hards of my capiors, There were times when in my 
reckoning I had reached the en of the line, But God always 
‘came to my help and rescusd me from the chuches of my 
rmlefastors 


Ie is a pity that almost all the informers employed by the 
Russians were Muslims who did their utmest to harm ene in 
every poseble mance, tela bas a highly legalete code of 

‘own, which mandates the fair treatment of hostages and 
prisoners, The fair name of Islam has been tarnished beyord 
recognition ty its pseudo well-wishers. According to the or- 
thodox Muss, Islam is more like Judaism in that it 
‘descended from the Hamurabi concept of an eye for an eye, 
However, acvordig to the Holy Qursn, moral reformation. 
foms the basis of the penal laws of Islam. The real object 
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underlying the avarding of punishment to the guilty person 
according to Islamic teaching is his moral reclamation. IF 
forgiveness i caloulated to do him some moral good, he 
should be forgiven, But he should be punished if punsshment 
is lkely to lead tohhis reformation. Thepunishment, however, 
should aot te disproportionate to the offense commited 


Islam does not believe in the monadie teaching of turning 
‘the other cheek, nor in the Jewish doctrine of an eye for an 
‘eye under all conditions. It adopts the goklen mean, The 
mullah is basicaly an activist and very rarely believes in 
peacefl coafrontation, During my mprisonment at Ash~ 
Ggebad and Tashkent, it was the Muslim informers who always 
provided fale information to the autorlles and thas eom- 
pelled ne toface violent tribulation atthe hands of the Com- 
‘munis, This should not be deemed as an indictment against 
the Muslim community in general. A large number of 
‘Muslins, both at Ashgabac and Tashcent, provided me with 
much reeded assistance at critical junctures and some of them 
went all out to help meat great rik to hemselves. Most of my 
fellow priseners were Muslims and they all showed great 
respect to me as a Muslim scholar, Sone of them drew sa near 
to me hat they aocepred Ahmadiyyat and acknowledged me 
fs their mous and spiritual leader. 


‘As tine passed, some changes in the administrative staff at 
‘Tashkent prison were made which ubsequenily proved a 
boon for me, The previous superintendent of the prison was 
an atheist who took great delight in caising maximum trouble 
for me because T believed in ling God, He had me beaten 
several times by bis wardens and mademe suffer in every con- 
ceivabee mater. Was, therefore, grestly relieved at the news 
of his iranser to some other station, “he new superintendent 
was x devout Chrisian and even before nis arival at 
Tashkent, Ihad heard good worts about him. Thad made up 
niy mind to apprise him of the cueltes 1 had suftered atthe 
hands of the previous Management and (0 request him to 
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‘order my ‘elease from the prison. 


(On his arrival, the new superintendent inspected all the 
prison wards aad also had words with me. I was rather disap- 
pointed at his eold attitude on that geeasion. But afterwards 1 
Eame to know that he qanted to listen 19 my tale of woes in 
etal from my own mouth in private. He summoned me one 
night to his presence and asked me a few questions. His main 
objection related to my belief in a living God. At the outset he 
said to me “if there & a living God and you are his servant, 
then let your God tll your Khalifa Mahmud Ahmed through 
revelation that you are imprisoned in Tashkent and that he 
(Khlifatul Mesit) should strive for your relesse.” 1 told him 
that God had informed me in a vision that mews of my im- 
prlsonmest at Tashkent end the terrible hardships Thad borne 
fat that plice, had already been revealed to Hazrat Khalifatl 
Mash 10, Consequently, the Hazsai had approached the Rus: 
sian government through the British Ambassedor in Moscow 
fo sted some light on the ckcummances leading 10 my im- 
prisonment and also that 1 should be set at iberty, being a 
simple mssionery belonging to the Aladliyys Movernent 


“The superintendent was so surprised that he locked at me 
blankly for sorsetime and then askedme as to how Thad come to 
know of this information, I rested my statement. regarding 
cur belie! in a living God, who heard the prayers and supplica 
tions of His servants and shoved signs to assist ther when they 
heeded His help the most, He then asked me another question, 
Is your Khalifa the most learned Muslin scholar om earth or 
are there others like him, for instance yourself?” I told him 1 
‘was nowhere comparable with the Khalifa in any sense, The 
Khalifa was lke an ocean of knowledge whereas I wasnot sven 
drop, He was Uke a beautiful garden fll tess laden with di 
ferent kinds of fruit. His personal fragrance pervaded the at 
mosphere everywhere, and I compavativey could belikened to 
dry leaf which had fallen down from a tee and for al intents 
‘and purposes worthless. 
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“The thi question, the superintendent iskec me was: "What 
{is your profession?” T told him that wasa religious missionary 
andy duty was tospread the ight of Ahmaciyyat or the true 
Islam anywhere andl everywhere. It was futile to find a rationale 
for the spiritual urge thet an Ahmadi Id in his heart to pro- 
claim frem the honseinns the new mesage of God, Human 
identity soften defined by what one ows in the shape of tem 
poral bebngings, But for an Ahmadiyys missionary, spiritus! 
Gimensions wnderssored everything els. The superintendent 
then put io mehis fovsth question, "Do you find any difference 
in teatmant towards the prisoners betwemn the present Manage- 
‘meat and the previous Management?” told him there was a 
‘world of difference between the two Managements, The 
previous superinterdent was cruel and heartless and he treated 
tne lke dit under hie feel, He never provided a basis for 
hing ¢ dialogue between himelt and the belpless 
prisoners, He lacks emotions and had a stony look towards 
‘whatever happened around him, In fact, his emotional voltage 
‘wa 20 low that he could stare at ¢ man being besten to death 
‘without blinking an eyelid 


| deliterately put great emphasis on the fact thatthe present 
change ba the administration had been bought about by prayers 
lttered bya tormented heart. | alsoexplsined to him that] wasa 
hhurable follower of the Promised Messah. 11 was the Exalted 
Messiah who had prophesied about World War T ten years 
before i actualy started in 1914. Not ony tha but the Prophesy 
had clearly mentioned the downfall of the Czar ata cime when 
hii Fmnperial Government wasat the zenih of its power. recited 
tohim a verse from the prophesy, whi ran as under 


Muzmahil Hojrengay iss Khafse sub Sinno Ins, 
Caar Bhi hoga 10 hora uss ghary bao heal zar 


sttrg an the weak nations othe wor wl be pared by hisgrn 
Jays ch so thal en the Coat woul be afte with eee 
eto. 


(On tearing thi, the superintendent jumped from his seat 


and demanded of me to give him s solid proof regarding this 
prophecy having been uttered much before the execution of 
the Czar. [told him thatthe peoot as simple and beyord any 
shadow of doubt. This prophecy was mentioned by the 
Promised Messiah in his book entitled Brahin-i-Ahmadivva, 
Part V. This book was published in 1908 and a copy of the 
‘same could be recovered from the hea of my hooks can: 
fiscated by the Russians at Arthak Railway Station, The 
superintendent literally hecame speechless with amazement 
‘He jold me that from now onward, 1 eauld goto my room and 
sleep peacefully. As far ee he was concemed, the period af my 
tribulation had come to an end, 


‘Although better times had now come, the probe regarding 
my espionage activities still contirued. The spy ring around 
‘me had loosened a bit but not entirely removed, One of the 
informers who had been recently imported into the prison 
often asked me religious questions, mostly unimportant and 
relating to academic wastelands. For instance, ane day he 
ccumne 10 me and asked me to explain the Islamic eancep' 
regarding the concitions under which the human sovl was 
‘kept after departing from its physical envionment in this 
‘world? He alsa meationed a saying of the Holy Prophet that 
‘when a person died, a small curtain was opened for him in the 
rave, toward: heaven or helldepending upon his physiéal ac 
tions in the previous life. According to him, many graves had 
‘been dug but 20 such apertures were visible anywhere 


told him that events pertaining to the Hereafter were 
always deserited in parables. The graves in whick apercures 
will be opened toward heaven or hell were nat the ordinary 
physical graves in our graveyards, The araves where one 
experienced spiritual phenomene were loceted in the 
Hereafter and, therefore, their apertures as mentioned in the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet could not he discovered inthis 
world. On hearing my reply, the informer appeared to be 
‘quite satisfied and afterwards beceme very Friendly with me 


™ 


‘A prominent Musiim scholar from Buthara who was also in 
the Tashkent prisoa was so impressed by my steadfastness ard 
piety that he embraced Ahmadiyyat after sometime. He men- 
tioned t me once that he was greaty impressed with my 
conduetin the prison, The fact that I had survived in a world 
of endless corruption and misery in the Tashkent prison was 
sufficient testimony that I was motivited by high spiritual 
principles and that I had not tippec over any vital issue 
regarding my religious beliefs s0 fr, 
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BUKHARA MUSLIMS 
AT THE CROSSROADS 


Afer spending almost nine months at Arthak, Ashgabad 
and Tashkent prisons, 1 was under orders to proceed 10 
Moscow for further interropation and disposal, I was 
escorted (0 the Tashkent railway station under an armed 
‘guard, When ve reached the rilway station it was found that 
no reservation was possible as all the passenver tickets had 
‘been sold out. I had to come beck to my prison cell and spend 
another (wo days in Tashkent. This was in accordance with a 
vision I had seen earlier, However, our next attempt for 
obtaining tickets was successful and I started my journey for 
Moscow. My escort conmander was very kind to me and 
entertained me with fruits and ather eatables enroute, Wher 
‘We reached Moscow I'was driven f0 the new prison in a car 
fand on airival at the new location, I bad to wait for quite 
sometime before I was alloted a cell on the fifth floor. 


‘The mention of Arthok, Ashqabad and Tashkent would 
always leave bitter taste in my mouth. With the exception of 
Arthak, the viler lwo cilies wets veoters of the ancient 
Muslim calture, The population was predominantly Mustim 
with a smattering of Armenians and a few scores of Russian 
officials 

‘The Communist ideology appeared to have taken roots 
‘only among the young intellectuals end was still in the procese 
Of penetrating the hard crust of the theocratic barrier. The 
Imullah vs stil @ force 10 be reckoned with end his impor 
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lance even then transcended the nightmare of an alien way oF 
life as represented by the Bolsheviks, There was no evidence 
to prove that force was being used by tie Kusslas 10 coerce 
the masss inio accepting the socialist «reed blindly. On the 
covirary, the Russians appesred to beleve in the process of 
gradual attrition of the old customs. The indoctrination of 
Schools and colleges into the mystiqe of confrontation 
polties vas slso being processed slowly and the measures 
adopted for this purpose were mostly wmsmetie in essence, 


‘This method was producing the desired results, The 
younger generation was imperceptibly but surely becoming 
‘ecular minded and had staried losing interest ia theoretical 
religious concepts of the Muslim clergy. The docttine of iner- 
ance of the Grand Mufti or other individuals of similer 
stains did not exist in Islam, Even so the legendary figure of 
‘the mulldh as stil hele in high esteemin ths region and the 
Russians were careful not to offend ths class unnecessarily 
‘The typical mullal in Tashkewt and Bullera was normally 
bigin siz, hecould be éivided in half aud stl not be slender. 
Win hii antguated reigious Delefs te was fast losing his 
Influence ameng the masses and fer thal reason was cou fining 
hls activities (0 ritual serviess oniy—ineral ites, marriage 
ceremonials and celebeation of religiow festivals, 


| have mensioned previousy that quie a cumber of people 
in Tashkent had embraced th: Batai fai. Itwas not that this 
new religion hal any spiritual attraction for seekers of truth, 
Te was saoue on fondementals like Tivine Revelation, the 
insitution of proptethood, the form o' life in the Hereafter. 
Ti was even vaguer about the relations herween man and his 
Maker, The simple Islamic jeachings «s propounded by the 
Holy Quran relating te different spheres of human society 
lacked even # remotely comparative counterpart in the Bahl 
scriptures, Thore had been sumetous Baabs and Bahsullahs 
in the Shite hierarchy during the last ',000 year, 


The Holy Quean and the tradtions of the Holy Prophet 
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Muhammad (Peace and blessings of God be upon him) wee 
replete with prophecies about the appearance of a Great 
Reformer among the Muslims in the Latter Days whom God 
shall bless with the names of Masih and Mahal, Aecording toa 
‘consensus among the great Muslim theologians of the past, the 
appearance of Matal could nat go heyend the Fourteenth Ce 
tury, AH. We come across many instarices in the Islamic 
history “where certain ambitious persons aid claims io 
‘Mahdawiyyat but soon earned to their est that they were only 
Pursuing @ mitage and that thir claims did not conform to the 
Divine schedile 


[As the Fourteenth Century, A.H., drew nearer, 2 museoom 
of claimants sprang up who laid claims to Mahdawiyyat, We 
will eave aside theless known in this fil and wil briety men- 
ton only these vito left the imprint on the pages of history 
soaked in blood and tears. Mahdi Sudaai and All Mohammad 
Baab were almost contemporaries and both followed. the 
classical pattern of Jchad (Holy War) against the legally 
established regimes in their respective countries. Mahdi Sudan 
met his tragic en at the hands of the British in Sudan and 
Baab, the Founder of the Baabi and Baal Cult, was executed 
by the Iranian Government fer his ant-state activities 
Bahaulleh who was a disciple of Baab adopved a slighty dit 
ferent line after the death of Ali Mohammad Reab and throw 
ing the Mahdawiyyat claim 10 the winds, declared himself 3 
halfemast between God and man, 


‘The Muslim: world in general was inthe process ofits worst 
‘decline during this peried and the igauminous end of the two 
‘Mahdlies had aggravated the dark shadows across the Muslim 
lands. The people of Tashkent and Bukhara had never before 
heerd the name of Abid, the Premiseé Messiah, and Mahal 
Iran being contiguous territory, the Basbi and Bahai fugitives 
hhad come (o Turkestan and in accordance with theshite trad. 
lot “had been preaching the Baabjiand Bahai faith to the local 
Muslims in the form and aezent as conformed to the Suni 
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doctrines. Bahaism offered certain reaxstions to the business 
community inasmuch es the daily prayers a) fixed timings were 
rot obligatory and imposition of intenst by money lenders was 
legalized. However, these were minor persuasions ané the ma- 
jority of the Muslim population stocd at the crossroads stil 
‘waitin for the Promized Mahdi and the Final Savicx 


‘Thee were many saintly faces among the wlema of 
Bukhara and Tashkent who looked Ike new silver coins. But 
they were all empty handed and could offer nothing to the 
masse: except their bald heads and heavy beards. There were 
talented writers among them who overwhelmed the ignorant 
with Iterary hospitabty. Tut the ne: result was toial erp 
liness, Everybody groped in the dark and waited in vain for 
the lore ray of light. Itwas like « whale cossmunity living in @ 
prologue, Ii was at ths juncturethat « humble follower ofthe 
Promistel Mahdi—the genuine Mahdiwho had speared with 
thousends of heavenly signs at the seginning of tke Four- 
teenth Century AH. came to Bukhwa to point to the people 
the full moon which had arisen on the eastern horizon. Some 
of the learned people of Tashkent mst me in the pron and 
wanted to hniow the decisive borderline beween Ahmad and 
fhe other chimants to Mabdawiyyat in the recent past. This 
was a lengthy discussion but I confined myself tothe follow. 
ing thice basics only 


4. The greatest sign by which the true Maith and Mehdi wil 
bedistinguished from felse cima, was the duel eclipse 
‘of the sun arid the moca on spectied ate in the month, 
‘of Ramadhan in the Latter Days, According to the Holy 
Ouran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Mubam. 
‘mad, this sign was so majestic and aweinspiring that the 
like ofthis had never been witneseed since the creation of 
the heavens and the earth, The sin ard the moon were 
eclipsed in the moath of Rarmadhas in 1894, in the Fourth 
year of the Minisiy of Ahmad, the Promised Messish, 
‘This unique miracle which taok place only once in the 
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history of mankind was witnessed by millions of people both 

in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. 

bb, Inthe traditions, it was clearly lala down that sfahdi wil 
be like a son unto the Holy Prophet Mubammad, and wi 
follow his Shariat and fly the banner of Muhammad ot 
the ftiet of the minarets. Ahmad, the Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi was ihe only claimant who acknow 
ledged the spiritual parenthood of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, The Iranian Baab and others claimee 
Mahdawiyyat independently and did not acknowledge the 
Holy Prophet ss the source of all divine blessings, In fact 
Beab and Babaullsh both invented new Shariats ané 
claimed that the Hely Quran no longer eatered for the 
spiritual and mandane needs of humanity, 

ce, In the Quran and the Ole Scriptures it fs explicitly statee 
that falee prophets will beslain and that God will never le 
them prosper. History is full of instances where false pro 
pphets were executed by their opponents and their missions 
failed in their lifetime, Ali Muhammad Beab was executed 
by the Traian Government shortly after be wrate hie new 
Shariat, Bahauilah remained a prisoner for more than 24 
years, In fact he died in peison—e tagie ate fora person 

‘who claimed to possess divine attributes. But Ahmad pro 

slainned his ministry for almost 40 years, The whole of the 

Indian sub-continent rose up against him an ried (0 ure 

do his mission. But God vas with hin and Heabwaye ras 


‘My fuer, Man Abdul Aa Mughal, who was ont f ther com 
anion ofthe Premises Mesa coveted 10 me "lab 1894 
that te great eckpiesoscured dur the met t Ramadan. tia 
iy thesun ed dated only parla but wan altersaids te whole 
‘ated her ort in abet leor, Oe fie biker opponent af ee 
Promised Messiah wh lived ten! door lous, ote hs cles aol 
State shouting fom his Foustap, "Oh, God, what Have you done 
TBserysod) wil tow say that Alize (Haat Ahmad) 36 te tre 
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to his help against his evemies. When Aamad passed away in 
1903, he vas acclaimed a Victorious General ty his opponents 
nd even his bitterest enemies acknowledged that Ahmad Was 
fone of those ilustrious persons who wer: the pride of Adam's 
progeny and who appeared on the wold stage only on ex 
tremely rare eccasion, 


On theeve of my leaving the Muslim reas of the U.SS.R.. 
1 though) i fitto record my feelings andremind the readers of 
this narrative that it was mot enough for Ahmadiyya mis: 
sionaris to establish missions among th free countries of the 
‘world, The Muslims at present are like the lst tribes of israel 
‘and we are duty bound 10 go in search of them everywhere in 
the worl. 


a 


THE MOSCOW PRISON 


1 was my frst day in Moscow, This city was the seat of the 
Russian Government and as such I had expected a slighty 
higher profile in the treatment of politcal prisoners. Ip 
essence here was no difference and the same routine as 1 had 
observed at Tashkent was being followed here with minor 
vatiations. My interrogation started the very next day end the 
first question that a Russian officer asked! me wae whethor T 
believed in the existence of God. Upon my answering in the 
affirmative, the officer made a wy face and after muttering 
some abominations, lef the zoom, As already mentioned, my 
ell was located atthe fifth foot and there were seven or chal 
otter prisoners also in the cel. The quality of focd served ta 
the prisoners was exiremely poor and et tines I pvefeieed to 
20 hungry than eat the sour black bread and the soup with the 
wiul taste. There were no tiles in the prison pretulses aid 
We had 10 go oubside to the prisy twise daly. Most of my 
Foom mates ere Islamic fundamentals and profesied 10 
adhere strictly to the tenets of the Mushm faith. But in prac 
tice they wereno better than the Russian athests ard followed 
the western customs and manners meticalously a all times, 


{hed barely passed w comparatively uneventful month al 
Mowcow, when my interrogation commenced again with the 
same intensity as al Tashkent, One ay the jail superintendent 
save me & typed document and ordered me to sign it in oker 
Of my understanding its contents, This document, bypassing 
the elementary ingredieris of diplomacy told me blanily 40 
ake a confession in accordance with any of the following 
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three courses 


©) Tat { vas an ordinary tourist buthad entered the Russian 
territory without « passport, If this asertion was authen- 
Heated, 1 would merely be awarded siy months imprison- 
‘ment ard then deported to India. 
1b) That 1 was én Almadlyya Missionary who had come to 
Russia (0 spread the light of Islan in the count. If this 
claim was proved, I would sill besubject to a term of im: 
prsonment for entering USS. territory withou « 
passport 
‘That I was a British spy and had entersd the Russian (er 
Fitory for espionage, In case this wis estblished then ina 
cordance with the law of the lant, 1 was lable 10 be ex: 
cuted by a fring squaé, 

‘The Russian interrogator made it quite plain to me that the 
contents ofthis document were only rrocedural and had heen 
put down on a piece of paper to satisfy some legal re 
‘quirements, Otherwise, my captors wer earvinced that I wis « 
British spy and that I would be exeasted according’. Tes 
swe me three dass to ponder over the matter and warned me 
no unnistakeable terms ta (ell the truh, On a neevious ceva 
sion, my inquisitors had jafarmed me hat if | made © vane 
sion rexarding my espionage activities, might escape execution 
bu would te sent to Siberia for ¢ long tests of imprison 


AA few days later wiien I was quesioned again about 2 
aslecedeis, 1 stated categorically that was nota British agent 
ara had never been so in the pas. vas 2 Muslim aiisionsty 
wlio Mae entered Russian tetiitory Uy acquit is MUSH 
Populaion with the advert of Madi and the Promised 
Messiat. The rhetoric about myself teing a British spy In 
been glowing wilder with each passing day de t0 the fase 
eporls submitted against me ty the lock! informers. My 
Fepeated denials to thischarge dd not eer to imeess ms cs 
fors in the least with the resull that episodes of snindiess 
olen eonsinuee against me a regular intervals, The erueltes 
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practiced on my person were such 4s appeared to bein excess 
ff all permissible levels even as these applied to Communis| 
regimes, 


One night some wardens came to my cell and after raking 
‘away my oyersoat, ted my bande end fest witha thin rope se 
tightly that even a little movement ceusel me great pain, One 
Of the werden then drew outa sherp knife and threatened to 
feastrate me in the peesence of other prisoners. On my rasing & 
hhueand ery and caling for Help loudly, they let without retur- 
ring my clothes to me, Similar incidents tappened almost every 
day, Moicow is extremely cold and dreary in the winter, so 
‘much 30 that itis sometimes many weeks bafere the sun shows 
fis pale face from the cloudy skies. Twas not aware of the jai 
rules in this onnecion but nobody had allowed me to have a 
hhairout during the last 12 mosths. Previously the jail manage 
ment had oceasionelly permitted ms to change my clothes, ete 
In Moscow my ceptors had reneged on a commitment rade 
earker at Tashkent that 1 will not be to:tured ia future. They 
would not allow me to change my clothes, nor to cut my rails 
Which tied alimost reached the Feminine fashion length, 


11do not know to this day why a person in his early youth 
who by #o stretch of imgination could be considered suitable 
for espionage work should besuspeeted of spying on behalf of 
the British Empire, Being a simple student of theology Lcoul 
ot be capable of espousing the kind of military as would 
plusge the hole Muslim population of Tashkent and 
Ruthaea into some sort of pelitial turmoil. Perheps the Rue 
sians thought thatthe people of Turkestan were on the brink 
fof an Islamic uprising and therefore they feared even their 
fowa shadows, These was no doubt that some local ulema were 
always en the lookout (0 seize upon the ideological malaise 
which the godless Russians had introduced among the Muslin 
masses, But } was not even u cog in the politcal whee) and 
nobody’ could think of placing me, a raw Indian, as the first 
among equals the catalogue of the suspects. 1 do net even 
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know shether the socialist dactiine i specifically environ. 
‘mental or functions as an institution. tis not possibie for a 
layman like me to segregate the evidaice in thit context 10 
separate boxes labelled according to requirement. 


To revert fo my woes, 1 was cuite afien subjected to the 
rigors of solitary confinement and my pilors did their utmost 
to extract something incrimisating fron me They invariably 
falied in such attempts but to satisfy tei ire, reverted to ry 
‘maximum physical impelrment, I made a practice to proclaim 
the existnce of God, His Omnipotence, His power of showing 
micacles even in the present times, to 2veryone who inter 
gated me or came into contact with me it the prison cell, Quite 
number of people became intersted and there were 
sometines heated debates about the eistenve of God in the 
Moscow prison, Someone tok me that «report had been pud- 
lished in e local Ressiar newspaper tha a macleap from India 
was propagating the exstence of God n Moscow prison and 
had requested the authorities to put ar end to thie madness, 
Lite did they know that Iwas only harbinger of the message 
fof the Promised! Messiah and tmte wae a! hana when the seep 
{or of Czar would be handed over to the trve believers 


According to a visionof the Promisec Messiah, the Russians 
would te the first to rover from the wrrers of the Nuclear 
‘War of the Latter Days and the numter of the Ahmedies in 
Russia would be lke the sends of theses. It is rue that the 
‘world stands atthe sidelines of ignorance and disbeieT at pre 
seal, Bot soon, God wil manifest mighty sins in support of 
His Messenger and prove the uh uf His reveladons. Te Wis 
not my intention to introduce religious topics in my natratire 
but I fee itis my duty to reproduce hee a revelation of Goct 
vouchsafed to Ahmad, the Promised Nessiah (Peaze be upon 
him 


4 Wiaener (Prophet) came unto he wor end the 


world heeded him not, But God wil accept him avd 
prove his rightcowarese With righty sigs” (Techikire), 
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In one of his sayings, the Promised Messiah has mentioned: 
“my people have not recognized my exalted status. But the 
time will come when the nations of the world will weep in my 
memory.” Ahmad, the Promised Messah, started hs 
ministry in 1884 and passed away in 1908. According to old 
Scriptures and the Holy Quran, the Messiah's second! advent 
in the latter dys yill he such as there shall be none like unto 
hhim till Doomsday, 1 distinctly remember that wherever 1 
mentioned the prophecy regarding the conversion ofthe entire 
Russian people to [slam in the not too distant future, some of 
iy comades in prison laughed indulaenty, while others rais= 
ed their eyebrows in utter disbelief. 


It was guile often that | suffered the comtenpt oF my 
‘petsecutors on account of my religious beliefs, Sometimes they 
Chided me as to what hed happened to my God, who could not 
come te my succor and arrange my release from the prison 
Many a time, I had impressed upon them that His help wil 
eventually come aud I would bea free man again. My personal 
[problems were only marginal in importance and the ret! object 
Of my visit to U.S S,R, was to enlighten the Russian masses to 
the exquisite beauty of the Quranic teschings, Mental torture 
ani physical pinishment could not deter me from my assigned 
‘course and I was prepared to lay my life inthis sare caus, 
‘The humanitarian nightmare which the Boshevik revolution 
had brought abou! in the U.S.S.R. and its dominions bed serv 
cd a6 a moniment to total moral fustretion and compelled the 
people 10 look forsalvation elsewhere, It was by sheer luck that 
Thad teen chosen as the fest Ahmadiyya missionary to the 
U'SS.K. and the hardships which Lad endureé during the 
cighteen months ia prion were nothing as compared t0 the 
divine rewards which were held in store for the true believes. 
Ii wes at Moscow that my Jalors one day showed me a 
photograph of one of the closest companions of tie Promised 
Mess, Hazrat Mufti Mutiammud Sadiq. They asked me 
confirm whether this was the photograph of Hazrat Khalifatal 
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‘Masih Hl instantly informed them that this was not the 
photograph of our great Imam. 1 cod not understand the 
reason for this novel incident at the time but afterwards I came 
to knoy that this was & sort of tet to fnd out whether I really 
belonged to the Ahmadiyyz communty. One of the jail of- 
ficals came to meone day and mentioned ina cursory tone that 
they (the Russian did not generally beieve in latindes for per~ 
senal opinions and it was therefore imperative to adopt a 
tough stazce on the right of speech and personal freedom, 
‘With tis rather ambiguous introduction he asked me whether 
‘oar Imam (Hazrat khalifatol Masih 1D who was leading a com- 
paratively comfortable life at Qadian, had visualized the tei- 
bie suffering and haréships to which his sasslonary (myself) 
‘would be exposed once he set foot 2n the territory of the 
USSR? 


‘This question offended me so much that my whole bedy 
shook with anger at this preposterout insinuation, I told the 
1 reflection of the 


for myself, I vonsidered its great honor that a mere ronenity 
lice mrself had been selected for this eb. Infact i was the hot 


‘who was the hacky person eartarkel for this signal honor. 
‘Therefore, the insinuation made by the questioner was ex- 
‘vemely offensive and pained me to te core of my heart. My 
interrogator appeered to be touched by my fierce reaction and 
tried 19 molify me by another questicn. He said, “When you 
are in adience with the Khalifatal Ms, how do you behave 
towards hin? He perhaps expocted a dlatory response fromme 
sand st own on the dar in reaxedposiion. [told him that 
vvhen we met the Khalifatal Masi, we kised his hands ind 
rometines even touched his clothes fer sprtual blessings. We 
spoke in Jow tones in his presence and gave answers to his 
erie briefly and to the paint 


In the Rassian prisons {had learnel my lessons the hardest 
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way ead therefore never took Uberties with my captors. The 
Jailors were never soft and did not give latitudes for personal 
‘pinion, The feeding and clothing fasts were limited tothe 
Daresi minimum and arrangements if any, for the few festive 
‘occasions were always on the rocks. Mast ofthe prisoners were 
Muslin Turks, but diey lid adopted the customs of their 
mastets in many ways. For instance, whes the prisosers took 
baths, they invariably remcved all ther clothes and bathed rake 
tal In groups, This way against Islamis nous aad strictly for 
bidden in Shariah, This ishibition was too well known in the 
Islamic society, aids suc, plen of jgnorance vas not readily 
acceptable, I tight perhaps be an expedient solution to the 
‘Communist designs owards desruetio of moral and religous 
obligitions. I always used ¢ loincloth for toking x bath and was 
‘oflen made a targer of rdlcule on this account. I is true that 
fashion i an evolution of necessy but it provides no excusefor 
avolcable moral pitfalls, 


While I was in Moscow priton, | often rected the verses 
fromthe Arabic works of the Promised Messiah in praise ofthe 
Holy Prophet Muhammad. A few of such verses are quoted 
below 

“0 my heat, revllect Alimad who & the fowntals of 
spirieal guidance arc who effeced enmity from the hearts of 
men and plaried fove therein. He i nable, righteous and 
showered blessings o» markind. His bounty is lie se, liniess 
and vouniless 

‘The last verse inthis Qaseeda says: “O, mp opponents, today 
vo disown me and consicer me anc-stustin. Buc the time wt 
Soon come when you will realize rhat fam robed in the mantle 
of Almad (the Holy Proplet Muhammad) so much that Fave 
also become Ahmad in my oun right.” 

1 was firmly convinced thet the Promised Messiah had 
followed the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad so 
faithfully, loyally and meticulously, as 10 have merged into an 
image which fully represented the person ef the Holy Prophet. 
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Likewise I believed that Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 11 was the 
Promised Son who had fully imbibed the excellence of nis 
Great Father, the Promised Messiah in all respects, This belief 
nays comforted mie that Hazrat Khalifatal Masih I! had my 
welfare in his mind and that he was constantly praying and 
Ttriving for my release As later events proved, my conviction 
wvas hundred peseent correct and my subsequent release from 
Russian prisons was brought about entirely by the prayers of 
Hazrat Khalifatal Masih 1 


“The Commutists did net believe in moral codes and hail in 
fact flaunted their contempt for my geod behavior on many oe 
casions. They hid taken my meckniess and total subservience to 
{stabished rules as sign of rark stupidity or a best inherent 
cowardice, As most of my time was spent in prayers or render- 
ing stall Kindsesses to my comrades in prison, my jailors 
thought that I vas a bypocite and wanted 0 hide my nefarious 
activities under the garb of piety and selfless service to umani- 
ty. To some exert they were juslifed in this assumpton in 
asmuch as a godless society could not possibly believe in the 
Value of absteet vietues and in fact had no use for vague 
humanists, Is socialist society disappointment with nobler 
Inuman echelons ranked aear the top brass and hal filtered 
through to the lowest ranks during the last two decades; thus 
subverting all moral values which made hie wor living on our 
planet. 


Daring the period of my imprisonment at Moscow I hed 
often seen may vivid visions about my impending release from. 
Ceplvily, On many occasions Lmet Dy. Muhammad Ismail,» 
close ard beloted compation of the Promised Messiah, in my 
Steams, Ismaili an Arabe word which means "God has tear 
the prayers". Seeing Dr. Muhermed Ismait frequently in my 
dreams was a slear indication that the hour of my celiverance 
‘wasat hand anit won't belong before I vould physically meet 
Dr. Muhammad Isiail et Qaiian, Hardly three months nad. 
passed when Iwas set free and on reaching Qadian, 1 met the 
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‘worthy doctor and thus saw the flfllent of my visions within 
a short period, 


1m Moscow prion someone told me that when Lenin assun- 
‘ed power in the U.S.S.R.y he issued a proclamation to the f= 
fect that there wai no God ofthe universe and all Russians were 
comrades and brothers in arms, A large umber of clergymen 
had to flee to other lands seeking refuge against communist 
‘granny. According to Lenin, the root cause of the trouble in 
CCaarist Russia was the presence of priests in the naling hierar- 
chy, who made decisions in accordance with centuries old 
‘elipious tenets, During the last stages of the Czarst regime, 
predictive physical sign clearly indicated that a bi change was 
in the offing, The dostrinal orthodoxy practised by the old 
Russian Church had effaced al aces of fidelity on the part of 
the masses to the Christian traditions. The revolution brought 
drastic changes with the result thatthe Church teachings which 
Were already unspecific became practically non-existent. I wes, 
therefore, quite natural that when Lenin assumed the reign of 
ower in U.S.S.R., he forbade all rligous activites in the 
Fealin save such as pertained to individuals privately 


In the’ Moscow prison, there were quite a number of 
business magnates who were being held under lock because 
they represented the bourgeoisie. Some of these elites were 
very kind to me ancl always impressed upon me to hide my 
belief about the existence of God, This sort of advice hal 
always been repugnant to my conscience and had never acted 
upon itn the past. I hed endured great physical sufferings on 
‘is account at the hands of my captors. The more [nas tor 
‘tuted on account of my religious belies, the more insistent t 
became in my preaching of the Islamic doctrines, In fect, my 
sufferings acted asa stimulant and prompted me to grester ef 
fort in the cause of Ahmadivyat, The following verse froma 
oem composed by Hazrat khalifatul Masih IT was always on 
‘my lips in those days and I used to recite it frequently before 
‘my comrades in the prison, 
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Uss Zindagi se mout he beher hai aly Khuda 
ismae keh taera noam chhupara perey hamaen 


©, Lord, 1 prefer death a hundred times to a tite in 
‘which Tam compelled to hide Thy name."* 


‘Theivinter in Moscow is always severe. Thad been praying to 
God that He in His infinite merey might provide me with some 
cisements daringthe eolder months ahead, It seemed that some 
Sort of correspondence was going on aetveen the British and 
Russian governments regarding my disposal. The Russian 
futhorties had treated me very harshly in the past and ap: 

arentiy they now wanted things to betightened up across the 
‘board as a backlash for their previous nisdesds. Consequently, 
ray jalors had slarted showing some symptoms of Kindness 
towares me so much that they ordeed my removal to the 
hostel for recuperation ane comvaleence, ‘The amenities for 
the paients in the hospital were so fluent that I was almost 
‘overvitelme! with corsforts I started setting clesn clothes and 
was alowed to take hot baths at kast twice a week. The 
hospital wards were emntrally heated and therefore provied a 
sarp ‘lief from the cold and desolite cells of the Moscow 
Prison, The doctor or duty visited the patients daily and in 
‘quired about thei health ard welfare in sympathetic tones, 


| had some difficulty withthe femak staff, The nurses were 
‘ually fond of shaking hands with te patients probably as a 
gesture of kidnss aid good will Islan forbids males to shake 
‘hands with females. 1, therefore, alwars abstained from shake 
lng nus with nurse! whieh tey reented as en affront to 
feminine coquetty. Tie food provided in Uhe hospital was 
awaysof good quality, The breakfast consid of white bread, 
butter and two or three other delicacies The lunch and evening 
reals were top class and T was really surprised at this unex 
pected VIP treatment, 
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FREEDOM AT LAST 


“After spending some very comfortable months in the hosp 
tn 1 was transferred back to my’ prison cell for Further ques- 
toning before my final release: Oneday, I was ed into alarge 
cchariber in the upper story where neatly two dozen officials 
‘vere sitting on chai in a semi-circle. I saluted them politely 
fand also uttered the Islamic salutation, Assolamo Alaitur, 
meaning peace be on you. I was told to sit down on s chair 
fand T promptly complied, The seniormost among the officials 
ther leaned towards me and giked me: "Do you beievein the 
cxistonee of God?" stand upand declared ina firm tone that 
jt was in my persoeal knowledge that God did exist and that 
Tie is Omnipotent and All-Powerful, 1 besame emotions) 
slightly and raising my voice pointed towards. big portrait of 
{Lenin haaging on te fron wall ofthe chamber andl said tha 
he erred manifestly whes he declared thet there was no God of 
the universe 


All the officials assembled in the big room gasped with 
amazement, One of them addressed me ané sald: “Do you 
know who this person i?" Without pausing for @ moment 1 
fold thes: Mar Tae rex’ about Lenin; that he was te fader of 
the Russan revolution and also that he was the Head of State, 
‘again enphasied that I exphcitly believed in the existence of 
Good and I riected the n9-God theory asa mindless concept IF 
there was 0 God, then all ulk about freedom, equality ané 
fraternity was humbug and futile, According 10 the Holy 
(Quran, Our Lord i our Father, and all human beings are unto 
‘iim like children. 
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(One of the officials asked me as fo where I hd learned the 
Russia laiguage? I old nim that Thad earned it during my 
imprisonment st Ashaabad and Tashkent 1 then addressed all 
the officals preseut in the chamber and tld them that Twas 9 
theologias who belonged to the Ahmadiyya Community and 
had come (o the U,S.S.R. to preach thedectrines of Ahma 
dligyat true Islam to the Kussian people. Ahmadiyya wan 
nothing more than a reorientation of Islamic teachings on faith 
fand morals, I had been misunderstood lere end erroneously 
Kept captive for almost two years, The impression that Twas a 
British spy hae loomed large in all heir my captors) calcul 
tions and had completely obscured all spprouches 10 reason 
and fair play, Eversone without exception whom I had come 
‘cross 50 fat had jumped upon the bandwagos ancl joined the 
witch-huet for a non-existing British mester spy, What | hac 
heard of ihe people of U.S.S.R. was tha they were mosly tn 
teligent, fair-minded and unprejudicet ageinst foreigners, 
Couldn't they realize that a youth lard out of his teens, ie 
fnovant of the lye! dialect and without a yasspor in his posses 
sion, was hardly a person whom the Brtish would choose to 
head thet spy network in the U.SS.R.* 


My spreeh had a ring of sincerity in # and 
1 couched vers polite terms, bat i ape 


fed posbive response from my listeners. For before dismissing 
me tom theit presenee, some of the offal shook hanes with, 
Ine and looked at me approvingly. A female offical {ned to 
Shae hands sith sve bul | held back, Sh: wasofFeuded at fist 
but on my explanation, appeared to be suisfed, 1 then return 
ro my tourn, L forgot to narrate previously thas while} 3 
sill i the hospital, ive or six young women came to see me 
‘one day and asked me some itelecatt questions, Before they 
Tet, they assured me thet my release ftom prison was a hand 
and [soan would be going back to miy country 


With the pessing of the winter moath., Moscow was return 
ing to normal and lange crowds could ge seen thronghg the 
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streets engaged in their daily tasks, I was having an easy tine 
nowadays. There were no interrogations and the wardens ap- 
peared io be least interested in my doings, I had seen straws in 
the wind but nothing pasitive kad yet come to pess rerarding 
‘my freedom. I hed become weak and thin and the last two 
years in prison hed noticably affected my health. { had been 
constantly praying for my estly fteedom aud God had consel- 
ed me many times in visions thatthe ¢ays of woes and hard- 
ship would soon be over. 


Then it happened all of @ sudden, One fine morning & 
warden case inte our prison cell anc called out my name 
When Iresponded; he ead cut the order of my release froma 
paper which he held in is hand, He also gave me fifty roubles 
land after getting my signature on the reletse order, the 
Warden strode ou! of the room, 


T bought a pair of shoes end some other necessary articles 
for immediate use and saved some money for future 1e- 
quirements. had to wait another three weeks th the Moscow 
prison before I was finaly moved out by train to Baku, a 
Black Seaport, I wayet « few days at Buku under detention, 
waiting for a boat to tske me to the Irenian port of Hanzali 
Wille walted at Baku for my sea passage, | requesteg for an 
interview withthe chief warden of the detention camp where | 
was lodged. He readily acceded (o my request and on seeing 
ime, asked me if he could do anything for me. 1 acquainted 
bbl with che whote stots er my imprisonment in the U S.5... 
and requested permission to go out into the city to fulfill at 
eset a puet of my mission, e.g, the presching of Islam openly 
to the people, I toM! him thatin the past I had been accused of 
being a British ageat and consequently had to spend two years 
in prison. But now that I had beer completely exkonerated of 
the spy charges, I should be allowed ree access to the loctl 
population for & few days. The chief warden was reluctant to 
entertais my request and infact told me that he had no mac~ 
date to grant me permission or preaching my religion t Baka 
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and surrounding areas, I wes very much disappointed but tad 
hho option except to restrict my iabilgh tothe inmates of the 
detention cam, 


Generally speaking, the Russian pecple at large were mostly 
unsophisticated peasants, honest, since andl simple in hatits, 
had tied to peep into the hearis of he Moscovites and had 
found them amenable to the simple doctrines of the Islamic 
faith, I would be @ gross venture intoself-delusion to assume 
thatthe Russian masses could be converted o Islam easily and 
speedily. But 1 was sure the time woul! socn come when fut 
damental human righ's would be acowkedged by the Rus. 
sian government and people would 3e free to practice and 
preach the religion of their choice. Ahmad, the Promsed 
Messiah had foretold about the Russan Revolution and had 
aso prophesied in accordance with a revelation from God that 
Ahmadiyya’ in Russia will be multiplied beyond numbers, so 
rach vo that it would be easy to coum the graits of sand bu 

Aificult to determine numerical the Ahmadiyye multitisies 
in the U.S.S.R, Words of God cannotexchange and the world 
will cectainiy witness the truth of Cod’s revelation in due 


When | was in Moscow prison, pecple from various walks 
of life met me and sorzetimes disoussed with me the scelal end 
politcel conditions prevaiing in Irdig then, Due to ail 
restrictions, I was not in a postion to engage in intensive 
dialogses Gn this subject vith my vsiters However, 1 was 
quite outspoken in admiring the Etitish Governnient in. 
funuch a9 sad allowed cuunplete wligivas feedon! 10 all 
people living in the Indian sub-contirent. In Russia, no ene 
was alowed to preach religious doctrines openly and lreedom 
of speech and press was ako confines to @ minizmam. It was 
sloublss fact that ant-Cammanist ropagands oulside the 
Iron Curtain was not always the gospel truth, Exegerrations 
in depicting the different aspects of eerychy lifein US.S.R 
had foaled the true picture consideratly. Human behavior 


viewed in true perspective, is almost alike everywhere and 
similarities always catweigh the disiilarities. Avoidance of 
extremes isthe essence in international relations and nothing 
should be condemeed outright to sustain certain types of 
Ideals. However, one was constrained to express a certain 
amount of skenticlsm in the Feesent circumstances about the 
ironclad Communist socety in theU.S.S.R, The Communist 
ideology asually nourished a climate of militancy and did not 
tolerate differences of opinion in pertinent spheres 


After spending a few days in Baku, Tembarked on a Rus: 
slan vessel which brought me co the Iranian port of Hanzalli 
‘within about 24 hours. As the bost entered the Iranian ter- 
vorial waters and caine Witla sight OF dhe por, Lifted both 
my hands in prayer that God in his metey may facilitate my 
fentrance into Iran and my further sojeurn co my own eountey 
When the ship docked at the quayside, the passengers thought 
tay 1 as begging aims and ted throwing coins into 
my supped hands, However, finished prayers and after ob» 
{ining my termporary visa’ documents from @ Russian of 
ficial, I walked toward the Iranian Immigration office, alte 
appychersively, Las afta lst something might happen rere 
and instead of the Russian prise, L might find royselt in. an 
Iranian prison, However, noting untoward happened. The 
Iraniats official locked! al my papers, signed them and gav 
them back to me 


Gn my way 60 a hove, Lead the wording of the Russian 
visa shich ran thas: Ths i Maule Zahoor Hussain, He is & 
fissionars and belongs a the Abiadisya Jamaat at Qadiae 
Distict of Gurdaspur. Mr. Zahoor Hussain tas passed hi 
graduation in the Arabi language, On his admission in Iran 
hhe should be dispatched 10 Ahmediyya Headquarters. at 
Qadia, 


1 spent the night in @ small hotel ane the next day went to 
soe the British Corsul st Hanzall I vas advised to proceed 
immediately to Tebran and report to the Briish Ambassador 
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in person, I had two minds a€ this stare; whether to go to 
Meshad and collect some of my belangings which 1 hed 
‘deposited there witha friend before goirg to the U.S.8.., 01 
{to 0 straight to ‘Iehran as slready drectee by the British 
Corsi. Ideclied to go to Tetran and ot reaching the Lranian 
capital, went in seatch of Shahzace Abéal Majid, with whom 
1 had ttaelled from Qadlan te Meshad sbouttwo years ago. 
soon found my friend and stayed with sim for two o three 
days, I bad an interview with the Britsh Ambassador who 
after firs: verifying my credentials from Shahzada Abdul Ma- 
fic, directed me to go to Bagdad immediatdy and mest the 
British authorities there for further joumey to Basra ard on- 
‘ard to India. I reached Bagdad and me’ some Alimadlies who 
‘were permanently stationed there in connection with their of 
ficial dus. 


“The British authorities soon sent me:o Basra, At Basra, [ 
‘met a namber of Ahmadi fends who sect a telegram to 
Karachi |now in Pekistan) about my exrected date of arrival 
in india, Within a week 1 was la Karcch and yes given a 
‘warm reseption by local Ahmadies, sone of whom were my 
old friends. 1 sispatched a detailed lett’ to Hazrat Khalfatul 
Masih II describing all the events of tie past two yeats in 
cluding the harrowing details of my msery and hardship ta 
the Russan prisons. 


EPILOGUE 


It was inthe Fall of 1926 that 1 again set foot at the sacred 
soll of Qadlian. I cannot find words to express my joy and fet 
ings of thanksgiving to God, who had madeit possible for me 
to see Qadian again, the sacred abode of the Promised 
Messiab, the place whish hau kissed the feet of the Messenger 
(of God for almost 80 years, This was the small village where 
God had established a throne for his exalted Messenger. Ac- 
cording 0 the writings of the Promised Messish, God had 
decreed the deliverance of Qadian from all afflictions because 
itwas the throne room of His Messenger. 


T had been dreaming for the last two years to tread the 
socred sitests of Qadian and God had been s0 kind and mer 
cfful tome &s had made my dreams gome tiue, Twas s0 over~ 
‘whelmed with emotions that I could not believe my eyes that 1 
‘vas realy looking at Qadlan, its sacred mosques, the Darul 
‘Masih (House of the Promised Messiah) the Qssri-Khilafa, 
the offices of the Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya, and last but col 
the least, the Batishe! Magbara (tae paradisiacal graveyerd 
sere the Messexger of Goat lay In eternal seep) 


‘arrived at Oadian in the early morning and founé a large 
umber of (riends and relatives gatheced at the Yakka stand 
tw receive me, The Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya had declared a 
general holay to honor me and I was ushered in audience 
‘vith Hazrat Khalifatsl Masih TL after the noon prayers, the 
samie day. Hazrat Khalifatal Mash If was so kind as co invite 
rnota dinner in the Quairi Kilafal Thi function was cttenced 
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by a large mmber of dignitaries of the Jamast along with 
some of my frends and relatives. 


My ratrauve has come (© an end, Teqvest all my friends 
and otter Alimadi brethern to pray fer me and my children, 
‘also, God hes blessed re wi thee sors and three daughters, 
All of them ere obedient and loyal o me. They all loveme and 
falvays pray for me. | am elghy yeurs old ow arc neve 
almost forgetten the rigours of my 2 months of imprison- 
iment it the U.S.S.R. I have avoided as lar as possble, to 
deliver any violent broadsides agninst my cid persecuors, In 
fact I aivays pray for ther and Lam sure the days are at hand 
When the sun of Abmadiyyat and Islan shall start shining in 
the teritories of the US.S.R, 


T do not claim to have narrated all the events hucidly and 
briliandy, 171 have uttered some bitte words ageinst my cep. 
tors itwas egninst partculaeindvidude and not a pecple asa 
‘whole, Some persons are sidists by rature, Such ditinetve 
practitioners of the ancient art of tortie and repression are to 
be found in every society ait would be urwise to pass jue 
iment it such eases on regional or naionalitic basi. A few 
political glimpses have crept into my narrative more ‘nadver- 
tantly than by design. The ceaon Yehind thee lntrequent 
ideological lashes is easily discernible imommueh as it was 
rcessry 10 conform references 10 the conten 


| am modest by nature and wouk be the ist person to 
dominite the Beadlines for ulterior nothes. My sory will 
achieve gone sort of relevance only when it invokes in the 
heart of Abmadivya youth an iepresible urge to come for- 
‘ward and sptead throughout the four sorners of the eth, the 
ressage of Ahmadiayyat and true Ish, I diminishes me in 
rly own estimation when I consider that I have fallen far short 
ff the mission which had been entristed to mie by Hazrat 
balifatul Masih II. My shortcomings have alvays been an 
cbsession with me and T pray to God that He nay eover my 
shortfills with compassion and forgivmess 
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Finally, some words of prayer for those who care to read 
this booklet: May Allah. bless them all, And roay all of them 
become the true followers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
and Ahmad the Promised Messab, May Allah inspire all 
‘Almadizs with love and devotion towards Hazrat Khalifarul 
‘Masih and the exalted Household of the Promised Messia. 
also humbly pray to Ged thet He in His infinite mercy may's0 
inspire my progeny that they may also follow the course which 
has been dearest to me throughout mi life; the right and 
straight course of (slam, Finally Traise both my hands before 
{God and humbly submit to Flim that He may soon usher in 
the period for which Ahmad \"The Messenger of God in the 
‘mantle of all the Prophets" has uttered the prophetic words 


Woh ghari atl hai jab Isa pakarengay mujhe, 
Ab to thorey rebgivey Dajlal kehlaney ke din. 

(Mee hour is at hand when Jess Crs sal sek my help nd sseour to 

GEE e peop The Anat tas now bute eget Tne Gen hel 

pei fall 


“All praise to Allah the sustamer of the Workis. 


his prophetic verse may hve ferent wean als, but ihe vesion 
‘plas abows apis mor api to iz West rans, who, on 
plance of Lam mil cease to Beastocbled wih Dai 
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